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A PUBLIC  Debate  on  Vaccination  took  place  at  the  High 
School,  Willesden,  on  Tuesday  evening,  March  17. '  The 
Question  for  debate  was  put  thus  :— "  Is  Vaccination  desirable 
Lm  the  standpoint  of  the  Public  Health  ? "  Mr.  H.  Branth- 
WAITK,  F.R.C.S.,  took  the  affirmative,  and  his  opposer  was 
Mr.  A.'  MiLNES,  M.A.,  F.S.S. 

Mr.  F.  K.  MUNTON  occupied  the  chair,  and  introduced  the 
debaters,  saying  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  chairman  to 
express  any  opmion  on  the  subject  for  debate,  but  merely  to 
introduce  the  debaters,  and  let  them  speak  for  themselves. 
But,  he  added,  that  with  the  object  of  finding  out  a  little  of 
the  merits  of  the  subject  for  debate  he  had  searched  the  House 
of  Commons  records,  and  found  that  Sir  Lyon  Playfair  had 
arwued  that  vaccination  was  altogether  desirable,  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  Mr.  P.  A.  Taylor  considered  it  an_  utterly  foolish 
superstition.  After  reading  these  two  conflicting  accounts  he 
did  not  know  what  to  say  of  the  matter,  and  he  therefore  left 
the  question  in  the  hands  of  the  two  strong  men  who  were  to 
solve  it  that  night. 

Mr.  Branthwaite,  in  moving  that  "  Vaccination  is  desirable 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  public  health,"  said— Public  health 
is  a  subject  of  vital  importance,  and  nothing  bearing  upon  the 
question  can  be  a  matter  of  indifference.  Many  victories  have 
been  achieved  in  the  field  of  sanitation,  but  I  venture  to  assert, 
and  trust  to  be  able  to  prove  the  assertion,  that  the  greatest 
sanitary  triumph  of  the  eighteenth  century  was  the  discovery 
of  vaccination  as  a  prophylactic  against  one  of  the  most  loath- 
some diseases  that  afflicts  humanity.  A  disease  that  can  and 
will  be  finally  eradicated  is  as  much  the  belief  in  the  minds  of 
medical  men,  and  of  the  educated  public  in  the  present  day, 
as  it  was  in  the  stout  heart  of  Edward  Jenner,  a  man  who,  in 
spite  of  his  detractors,  will  ever  be  remembered  as  one  of  the 
greatest  benefactors  of  mankind. 
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It  is  of  this  disease  Lord  Macaulay  speaks  when  he  si 
"  That  disease,  over  which  science  has  since  achieved  a  f 
cession  of  glorious  and  beneficent  victories,  was  then,  1694, 
most  terrible  of  all  the  ministers  of  death.    The  havoc  of 
plague  had  been  far  more  rapid,  but  the  plague  had  visi 
our  shores  only  once  or  twice  within  living  memory,  and 
smallpox  was  always  present,  filling  the  churchyards,  tormc 
ing  with  constant  fears  all  those  whom  it  had  not  yet  stricl 
leaving  on  those  whose  lives  it  spared  the  hideous  trace: 
its  power,  turning  the  babe  into  a  changeling  at  which 
mother  shuddered,  and  making  the  eyes  and  cheeks  of 
betrothed  maiden  objects  of  horror  to  the  lover."    From  tl 
quotations  and  others  we  are  enabled  to  form  an  opinion  a; 
the  state  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  during  the  pei 
I  have  named.    The  effect  of  all  this  is  seen  on  referenct 
the  Bills  of  Mortality  for  the  City  of  London,  published 
1801  by  Dr.  Heberden,  showing  that,  from  1701  to  1800, 
of  the  whole  mortality  registered  85  out  of  every  thousj 
deaths  arose  from  smallpox.    During  the  last  50  years  of 
eighteenth  century  they  had  risen  to  97  in  every  thousa 
So  at  that  period,  out  of  the  deaths  at  all  ages  and  from 
causes,  smallpox  was  responsible  for  one  in  every  ten.  T 
remember,  was  only  the  measure  of  its  fatality.    We  are 
to  conjecture  the  terrible  amount  of  misery  entailed  u 
those  who  recovered.   We  catch  a  glimpse  of  one  developm 
of  that  misery  in  the  fact,  as  stated  in  the  Medical  Times  c 
Gazette  of  January  14,  1871,  in  an  article  upon  the  subjec 
reference  to  Liverpool,  that  two  out  of  every  three  pers 
applying  for  relief  to  the  Hospital  for  the  Indigent  Bl 
owed  their  loss  of  sight  to  smallpox.* 

Those  are  the  simple  records  of  the  effects  of  smallpox 
the  public  health  in  England,  though  during  the  period  I  hi 
named  all  that  could  be  done  was  done  towards  lessening 
evil.f  If  such  obtained  in  England,  we  are  not  surpri 
to  find  that  in  less  civilised  lands  the  evils  were  magnifie 
thousandfold.  The  great  American  traveller,  Catlin,  tells 
that  the  large  and  powerful  tribe  of  Mandans,  whose  amia 
disposition  and  manly  virtues  he  describes,  were  withii 
short  period  entirely  swept  from  the  face  of  the  earth 
smallpox,  and  not  a  single  representative  left. 

As  we  are  in  this  debate  to  deal  with  vaccination,  I  p 
over  the  period  of  inoculation  or  variolation,  merely  remark 
that  it  was  in  this  practice  the  first  ray  of  hope  flashed  acr 
what  might  be  almost  called  the  blackness  of  despair.  Sm 
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1  fatal  when  artificially  produced  than 

T  TaltC  nf     0^^^^^^      -  accounted'for  inasmuch  as 
time  for  4ri^^^^^^^^  chosen  when  the  pat.ent  to  be 

Sase   The  induced  disease  was  mild  in  ts  natur^^^^^^^^^ 
the  deaths  from  natural  smallpox  were  as  ^^^n  the 'nroDor- 
Innrl  thP  disease  from  inoculation  recovered  in  the  propoi 
fon  orloO  o  t  of  400     The  evil  from  this  practice,  however, 
arose  rom  th   fact  that  every  case  was  a  centre  of  contagion 
spreadin..  the  disease  to  others.  For  this  reason  alone  I  should 
Ob  ec   to  such  a  practice,  and  for  that  reason  I  object  to  the 
action  of  the  anti- vaccinationists  of  the  present  day.  My 
:?ews  are  exactly  expressed  in  the  S-turd-V^^^^^^^^ 
arv  26th  1871,  in  the  following  extract:—'  The  Engiishinan 
Taswe  all  know,an  eccentric  animal,  but  perhaps  he  has 
Sdom  developed  a  more  singular  propensity  tl-u  his  ma^^^^^^^^ 
affection  for  contagious  diseases.    He  resents  ^^l^h  an  almos 
pathetic  stupidity^ny  interference  with  his  rig^it  to  catch 
every  variety  of  deadly  complaint."    Nqw,  whilst  1  am  per- 
fectly willing  to  allow  the  right  of  any  man  to  indulge  m 
smallpox  or  any  other  disease  of  an  infections  nature  I  do 
most  emphatically  protest  against  his  right  to  render  me  liable 
to  suffer  as  a  consequence  of  his  indulging  m  something  that 
I  do  not  regard  from  the  same  standpoint.    Now  we  come  to 
the  period^of  Jenner's  great  work  on  vaccination     For  the 
purpose  of  this  debate  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  follow  him 
through  the  various  stages  of  his  discovery.  Anti-vaccinators 
try  to°make  a  point  out  of  the  various  difficulties  and  contra- 
dictions which  Jenner  met  with  in  the  perfection^  ot  his  dis- 
covery.   Such  arguments  as  can  be  brought  against  J  enner 
durina  the  time  occupied  in  his  researches,  may  with  equal 
force  be  used  against  any  other  man  who  has  by  patient  in- 
dustry and  indomitable  perseverance  perfected  inventions  and 
improvements  conferring  lasting  benefits  upon  the  world  at 
large.    During  the  early  period  of  vaccination,  it  met  with  a 
strenuous  and  unscrupulous  opposition.    Religious  philan- 
thropists charged  upon  it  that  it  was  opposing  the  behests  ot 
God  himself,  whilst  others  declared  that  the  operation  was 
capable  of  transforming  the  human  face  into  the  likeness  ot 
an  ox  ;  and  a  certain  Dr.  Rowley  actually  showed  the  likeness 
of  a  boy  who  by  vaccination  had  been  changed  from  a  human 
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being  into  a  cow.    Dr.  Woodville,  of  the  Smallpox  Hosnital 
was  amongst  the  first  to  put  the  principles  taug^by  Ser 
to  the  test    His  experiments  were  commenced  in  1799  both 
with  inoculation  and  vaccination,  but  the  superiority  of  Jen 
ner  s  plan  was  so  soon  demonstrated  that  in  1808  it  was  used 
exclusively  for  out-patients,  and  in  1823  the  practice  of  in 
ocu  ation  was  entirely  abandoned.    Here,  allow  me  to  say 
that  Jenner  s  views  upon  the  usefulness  of  vaccination  have 
been  seriously  misrepresented;  whatever  may  have  been  his 
earlier  hopes  and  beliefs  while  the  investigations  were  ffoina 
on,  there  is  no  misunderstanding  his  utterances  when  once  the 
discovery  was  complete.    The  fact  is,  that  too  much  has  been 
expected  of  vaccination.    It  is  not  an  absolute  preventive  of 
smallpox,  and  its  power  is,  in  my  opinion,  more  limited  by 
time  than  has  hitherto  been  thought  to  be  the  case.  Jenner's 
own  words  are— "Duly  and  efficiently  performed  it  will  pro- 
tect the  constitution  from  subsequent  attacks  of  smallnox  as 
much  as  the  disease  itself  will.    I  never  expected  it  to' do 
more,  and  it  will  not.  I  believe,  do  less."    I  lay  stress  upon  the 
words  duly  and  efficiently,  because  I  believe  a  good  deal  of 
the  failures  m  the  protective  value  of  vaccination  have  arisen 
from  the  fact  that  the  operation  has  not  been  efficiently  per- 
tormed,  sufecient  care  has  not  been  exercised  to  secure  perfect 
vesicles ;  and  many  thousands  of  children  have  been  certified 
as  successfully  vaccinated,  on  whom  the  operation  ought  to  have 
been  again  performed.   But,  from  some  cause  or  other  perhaps  a 
yielding  on  the  part  of  the  medical  man  to  the  sentimental  non- 
sense of  some  good  mothers  who  object  to  their  children  beincr 
hurt,  medical  men  have  allowed  to  pass  what  they  know  full  well 
IS  a  vaccination  wanting  in  the  complete  protective  value  itought 
to  have  conveyed,  Dr.  Jenner  maintained  in  the  most  strenuous 
manner  that,  to  render  the  cowpox  efficient,  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  attend  most  carefully  to  the  character  of  the 
pustule,  and  the  time  and  quality  of  the  lymph  taken  from  it- 
for  it  must  be  understood  that  Jenner  considered  the  smallpox 
and  cowpox  as  identical  maladies,  and  by  no  means  dissimilar 
in  their  nature.    Dr.  Baron,  in  the  life  of  Jenner,  points  this 
out  in  the  following  passage :—"  It  was  clearly  ascertained 
that  there  were  deviations  from  the  usual  characters  of  small- 
pox, which  were  quite  as  common,  and  infinitely  more  disas- 
trous than  those  which  took  place  in  vaccination."  Those 
rleviations  referred  to  apparently  different  states  of  the  con- 
stitution.   In  the  one,  susceptibility,  smallpox  was  taken  in 
by  previous  infection ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  some  constitu- 
tions seemed  to  be  unsusceptible  of  smallpox  altogether.  It 
was  found  that  similar  occurrences  took  place  in  the  practice 
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^  •  ir-r.r.  -hnf  nci  thp  securibv  which  the  latter  afforded 
of  vaccination,  but  as  tne  secum-j-  w  ^licrht  rause.s 

was  never  more  likely  to  be  interfered  with  by  slight  cause.s 
Umn  the  former,  it  became  absolutely  necessary  that  great 
are  s  ould  be  shown  in  watching  the  charac  er  of  the  pus- 
u  es    Dr.  Jenner  had,  in  the  beginning,  felt  the  Fopriety  o 
this  watchfulness,  and  had  distinctly 

possible  to  propagate  an  infection  by  f^^^^^XnyLp 
different  degrees  of  security  according  as  t^^%^5'^^^t;°^,^^P 
oroached  to  or  receded  from,  the  full  and  perfect  standard. 
Se  also  cleady  stated  that  the  character  of  the  vaccine  pustules 
micrht  be  so  modified  as  to  deprive  it  of  its  efficacy 

Now  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  anti-vaccmators.  the  practice 
hafbec'ome  Lore  and  more  universal.  Thi^s  is  proved  by  he 
proportion  of  cases  unaccounted  for  m  the  returns  of  the 
vacdnation  officers.  These  returns  show  the  ^^f 
tween  the  registered  births,  and  ^he  returns  of  successful 
vaccination,  after  deducting  those  which  died  before  the 
period  for  vaccination,  and  which  were  postponed  for  medica 
reasons.  In  the  metropolis  this  proportion  unaccounted  tor 
in  1872  was  8  8  per  cent.,  in  1880  it  was  only  57  per  cent., 
and  in  1881  5-3  per  cent.  In  the  rest  of  England  it  was  4-o 
per  cent,  in  1872,  and  3-5  per  cent,  in  1881.  This,  at  all 
events,  shows  that  anti-vaccinators  have  not  made  much  pro- 
gress with  the  public,  and,  if  they  are  to  do  so.  they  will  have 

to  make  a  new  departure.  ^    .    ^^    ti,  4.  +1,^ 

•  So  much  for  vaccination.  Is  it,  then,  desirable  that  the 
operation  should  be  universally  performed,  having  regard  to 
its  effects  upon  the  public  health  ?  I  have  already  stated  that 
during  the  second  half  of  the  eighteenth  century  the- deaths 
in  London  from  smallpox  reached  nearly  1  in  10.  _  Heberden 
drives  the  exact  figures  as  97-2  per  thousand.  During  the  first 
half  of  the  present  century  the  deaths  from  smallpox  in 
London  fell  from  97-2  to  35-5  per  thousand.  The  ratio  ot 
decrease  was  as  follows :— From  1801  to  1810,  64  per 
thousand;  from  1841  to  1850,  16  per  thousand;  from  Ibol 
to  1860,  11  per  thousand.  You  see  from  these  figures  that 
the  great  falling  off  in  deaths  is  co-incident  with  the  spread  of 
vaccination,  seeing  that  it  was  in  1840  that  gratuitous  vacci- 
nation was  provided.  If  we  take  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales,  we  find  the  same  results  equally  borne  out.         _  _ 

I  now  ask  your  careful  attention  to  the  following  statistics; 
but,  before  doing  so,  I  would  ask  my  friend.  Mr.  Milnes.  to 
forgive  me  on  this  occasion  only  for  even  mentioning  the  word 
compulsion,  but  the  periods  I  am  taking  are  marked  by  sharp 
lines  that  I  cannot  alter.  From  1847  to  1853,  when  vaccina- 
tion was  optional,  the  death-rate  from  smallpox  per  million 
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was — under  five  years  old,  1617 ;  and  at  all  other  ages,  305 
per  million.    During  the  period  1854  to  1871,  when  vaccina- 
tion was  obligatory,  but  not  efficiently  carried  out,  the  rate 
per  million  under  five  years  old  was  only  817,  and  at  all 
other  ages  223  per  million.     During  the  period  1872  to 
1880,  when  vaccination  was  obligatory  and  efficiently  carried 
out,  the  rate  per  million  under  five  years  of  age  was  further 
reduced  to  323,  and  at  all  other  ages  156  per  million;  or,  to 
place  the  matter  still  more  clearly,  every  successive  step  in 
vaccination  has  been  to  reduce  the  mortality  from  smallpox. 
Voluntary  effijrts  reduced  the  mortality  of  last  century  from 
3000  to  600  per  million.    Gratuitous  vaccination  by  the  State 
reduced  it  to  302,  and  obligation  inefficiently  carried  out  to 
223,  and  the  same  efficiently  carried  out  reduced  it  still  farther 
to  156  per  million.    The  beneficial  effect  of  vaccination  in  one 
branch  of  our  public  service  is  so  marked,  that  I  think  I  may 
deduce  from  it  an  argument  in  support  of  my  proposition.  By 
the  kindness  of  the  Chief  Surgeon  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 
I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  returns  of  deaths 
in  the  force  for  the  past  eighteen  years.    During  that  period 
the  average  strength  has  been  10,500  men.    Of  the  liability 
of  policemen  to  contract  infectious  disease  there  can  be  no 
doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  one  with  the  most  superficial  know- 
ledge of  the  duties  they  have  to  perform.    Ever  since  the 
establishment  of  the  force  re-vaccination  on  entering  the 
service  has  been  carried  out.    From  1867  to  1884  there  oc- 
curred amongst  these  10,500  men  only  205  cases  of  smallpox,  or 
a  little  over  an  average  of  11  cases  annually,  and  during  that 
18  years,  what  is  more  satisfactory,  onlj'-  six  deaths  occurred. 
In  January  of  1871,  eight  cases  were  reported  in  the  force, 
but  as  the  epidemic  was  becoming  formidable,  and  attacked 
very  many  who  had  been  re-vaccinated,  the  attention  of  the 
Commissioners  was  called  to  it,  and  they  insisted  on  having 
men  who  had  been  over  three  years  in  the  force  again 
re-vaccinated,  and  the  order  for  re-vaccination  was  extended, 
on  February  21st,  to  all  the  members  of  the  force.  _  The 
divisional  surgeons  carried  this  order  into  effect  as  speedil}?-  as 
possible.    The  beneficial  result  was  immediately  _  apparent : 
18  cases  occurred  in  February,  one  fatal  in  a  recruit  who  had 
been  unsuccessfully  vaccinated  three  weeks  previously.  After 
the  completion  of  three  weeks  after  vaccination,  the  progress 
of  the  epidemic  was  checked  at  once.    The  total  cases  in  the 
year  were  26  in  the  first  two  months  before  the  operation  of 
re-vaccination,  and  16  in  the  ten  months  after  re-vaccination 
was  complete,  or  42  altogether,  but  of  this  number  two  died 
and  both  those  cases  happened  to  men  who  had  been  recently 
re-vaccinated  unsuccessfully.  ^ 
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That  vaccination  is  desirable  is  proved  by  the  fact  that 
among  persons  attacked  by  siTiallpox,  the  ^^^^^^l^^^  .f^^^ft^ 
in  the  unvaccinatcd  than  in  the  vaccinated.  To  substantiate 
this  I  "  viU  take  the  statistics  of  the  Metropolitan  Asy h  m 
Board  Hospital.  Out  of  13.575  cases  in  vaccinated  persons  7 
per  cent,  died  ;  out  of  2.130  doubtfully  vaccinated  35  per  cent, 
died,  and  out  of  3.973  unvaccinated  40  per  cent.  died. 

This  increase  referred  to  deaths  at  al  ages    Now,  take  the 
figures  of  children  under  10  years  old.    Oat  of  1.291  cases 
vaccinated  the  deaths  .were  56,  or  4^  per  cent. ;  out  o  SbJ 
doubtfully  vaccinated  102,  or  28  per  cent,  died    out  of  1,51^ 
unvaccinated  745,  or  49  per  cent.  died.    Again  I  say  that 
when  vaccinated  persons  are  affected  with  smallpox  the  severity 
of  the  disease  is  inversely  proportional  to  the  quality  ot  the 
vaccination.    Careful  observation  proves  that  the  severity  ot 
the  attack  of  smallpox  varies  inversely  with  the  marKS  ot 
vaccination.    Again  I  take  the  classification  of  cases  at  the 
Metropolitan  Asylum  Board's  Hospitals,  and  m  order  not  to 
weary  you  with  statistics  you  cannot  possibly  remen^ber  i 
will  only  give  you  the  extremes.    Out  of  2,004  cases  with  only 
one  vaccine  mark,  and  that  imperfect,  there  died  341  or  lb7 
per  cent.    Out  of  826  cases  bearing  4  marks  ot  perfect 
vaccination  23  died,  or  27  per  cent.    The  experience  ot  the 
London  Smallpox  Hospitals   is  even   more   lavourable  to 
vaccination  than  that. 

Ao-ain,  that  vaccination  is  desirable  is  farther  evidenced  by 
protection,  secured  by  .successful  re-vaccination  in  the  adult 
following  the  perfect  performance  of  the  operation  in  infancy. 
The  evidence  on  this  point  is  conclusive  if  we  look  into  the 
statistics  of  cases  occurring  amongst  those  engaged  as  nurses 
and  attendants  in  smallpox  hospitals.    Mr.  Marson  gives,  as 
the  result  of  35  years'  experience  in  the  London  Smallpox 
Hospitals,  that  he  never  had  a  nurse  or  servant  contract 
smallpox,  having  been  re-vaccinated ;  and  in  the  hospitals  of 
the  Asylums  Board  during  the  past  12  years  smallpox  has 
been  almost  unknown  amongst  the  re-vaccinated  staff.    If  it  is 
tried  to  explain  this  by  saying  that  the  majority  of  those  had 
previously  suffered  from  smallpox,  such  is  not  the  case,  for  we 
are  told  by  Dr.  Sweeting  that  only  a  very  small  proportion  of 
them  were  thus  protected.    On  this  point  he  says,  at  Fulham, 
that  out  of  a  staff  of  295  only  42  had  previously  had  smallpox. 
At  Stockwell.  16  out  of  340  had  been  patients  at  Homerton ; 
at  Deptford,  20  out  of  265 ;  and  on  the  Atlas,  3  out  of  166. 
Then  it  is  sought  to  account  for  this  immunity  on  the  ground 
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of  tolerance,  but  this  is  equally  groundless.    We  do  not  find 
tolerance  protect  nurses  in  their  attendance  on  fever  cases.* 
It  is  worthy  of  note  that  it  was  amongst  the  unsuccessfully 
re-vaccinated  that  the  disease  appeared.    In  the  three  great 
fever  hospitals  of  London  during  the  ten  years,  1871  to  1880, 
2177  cases  of  typhus  fever  were  treated,  and  78  members  of 
the  staff  took  the  disease,  and  21  died.    At  Homcrton  Fever 
Hospital  during  the  attacks  of  1880,  1882,  and  1883,  when 
typhus  was  prevalent,  14  members  of  the  staff  suffered  from 
the  disease.    Why,  then,  claim  tolerance  in  the  one  case,  and 
not  in  the  other  ?    We  find  the  same  evidence  in  the  returns 
of  mortality  in  our  army  and  navy ;  and  by  comparing  the 
comparative  immunity  of  the  German  with  that  of  the  French 
army  during  the  Franco-Prussian  war,  the  total  deaths  from 
smallpox  in  the  German  army,  where  re-vaccination  was 
rigorously  enforced,  was  263 ;  whilst  the  French  army,  where 
vaccination  was  neglected,-f-  had  a  loss  of  23,469  men.  This 
could  not  be  because  they  were  Germans,  seeing  that  smallpox 
was  epidemic  in  Berlin  during  1871,  and  was  nearly  as  fatal 
to  the  civil  population  as  it  was  in  Paris  during  the  siege. 
Now,  if  you  go  to  India — I  quote  from  a  letter  in  the  Tivies 
from  a  sanitary  commissioner  of  the  Punjaub — a  country  as 
yet  practically  unprotected  by  vaccination.    He  says — "  In 
the  Punjaub,  with  a  population  of  8  millions,  the  deaths  from 
smallpox  are  never  less  than  20,000  a  year;  in  1869  they 
numbered  53,195.     The  amount  of  physical  disfigurement 
caused  by  smallpox  is  enormous.  Any  person  walking  through 
the  streets  of  a  Punjaub  city  is  struck  by  the  immense  num- 
ber of  persons  blind  in  one  or  both  eyes,  caused  in  99  cases  out 
of  100  by  smallpox."  But  here  comes  the  important  part._  Euro- 
peans, who  as  a  rule  are  tolerably  protected  by  vaccination^ 
suffer  very  little,  though  they  live  in  the  midst  of  a  never- 
ending  epidemic.    In  the  Punjaub  few  persons  reach  adult 
life  without  having  had  an  attack  of  smallpox. 

Now,  I  think  I  have  adduced  sufficient  evidence  for  the 
present  to  support  my  proposition,  "That  vaccination  is 
desirable  from  the  standpoint  of  the  public  health  and  I  say 
with  Alison—"  He  who  disputes  it  is  equally  unreasonable  as 
he  who  opposes  in  like  manner  any  proposition  in  Euclid.' 
My  friend  will  now  have  an  opportunity  of  putting  in  his 
shadows  upon  the  lights  in  which  I  have  presented  vaccination 
to  you.  I  conclude  in  the  words  of  Sir  Thomas  Watson—"  It 
is  right,  I  say,  that  this  matter  should  be  steadily  contem- 
plated in  all  its  lights  and  with  all  its  shadows,  in  order 
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that  the  unspeakable  blessing  conferred  "P^^^  ."^^.^^Jif 
the  researches  of  Dr.  Jenner  may 

adequately  appreciated."  A  blessing,  I  would  ad.l  in  which 
^he^opponenfs^  and  detractors  of  vaccination  participate- 
mores  the  pity. 

Mr.  MiLNES  :  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  -Before 
I  do  my  best  to  reply  to  the  able  essay      ^^^Vfh.\  shall 
read  to  us.  I  woukl  wish  to  make  o^^/^^^^"^^"^*^,  f^^^^^e 
make  matters  clear  as  to  the  position  I  occupy  when  Icome 
forward  to-night  to  take  my  place  on   his  P  atform-    I  am 
to-nicht  discussing  the  value  of  vaccination  itself  and  i  am 
doing  so  exclusively.    I  am  to  make  no  a  lusions  beyond  e 
one  I  am  now  going  to  make,  to  the  fact  oi  there  being  in  h^ 
country  a  law  on  the  subject.    There  is  in  this  country  a  law 
which  professes,  and  which  falsely  professes,  to  make  vaccina- 
tion compulsory  on  all  alike.    It  makes  it  co^^P"^^,^^,  ^^J^^^'"  ■ 
poor  alone;  it  leaves  it  to  the  rich  and  t^^,?;;^"-,^^^-^" 'V^Td 
lutely  despise  and  defy  the  law,  as  I  do     With  t^^^^ J^J^^^'^ 
no  terms.   I  have  myself  been  fined  under  the  Ifw  but,  when  i 
liad  paid  the  fine,  no  child  of  mine  had  a  meal  the  less^  But 
there  are  people  who  deserve  at  the  hands  of  this  law  neither 
more  nor  less  than  T  do,  but  who  have  been  absolutely  ground 
down  into  the  dust  by  this  law,  and  such  a  law,  i  say,  is  a 
disgrace  to  our  civilisation.    Consequently,  sir,  it  m  the  very 
improbable  result  of  my  antagonist  persuading  me  to  look  on 
vaccination  as  he  does  himself,  I  shall  still  hold  it  my  duty  to 
oppose  this  law  in  the  future  as  I  have  opposed  it  in  the  past, 
and  in  that  task  I  will  not  stint  nor  stay  as  long  as  it  hes  in 
ray  power  to  do  any  political  work  for  the  poor  of  this  land 
at  all.    Having  made  that  statement,  that  1  be  not  misunder- 
stood, I  turn  to  the  consideration  for  a  few  moments  of  the 
ar<^uraents  we  have  just  listened  to.     In  the  first  place,  i 
should  like  to  point  out  that  Lord  Macaulay  was  quoted  as  to 
the  severity  of  the  disease  in  the  18th  century,  but  Lord 
Macaulay  was  not  quoted  as  to  the  state  in  which  the  peop  e 
then  lived.    Lord  Macaulay  says,  "The  prisons  were  hells 
upon  earth— seminaries  of  every  crime  and  of  every  _  disease  ; 
at  the  Assizes  the  lean  and  yellow  culprits  brought  with  them 
from  their  cells  to  the  dock  an  atmosphere  ot  stench  and 
pestilence  which  sometimes  avenged  them  signally  on  bench, 
bar  and  jury."    It  is  utterly  unfair  to  quote  Lord  Macaulay  s 
account  of  the  severity  of  the  epidemics  unless  you  also  quote 
Lord  Macaulay 's  words,  in  which  he  lays  down  the  cause  ot 
that  efi'ect.   We  were  sent  to  Catlin  about  the  North  American 
Indians,  but  we  did  not  have  a  quotation  of  the  remarkable 
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passage  in  Catlin,  in  which  he  points  out  that  the  recently  vac- 
cinated North  American  Indians  were  exactly  the  ones  who 
suffered  most,  such  cases  being  almost  invariably  fatal,  and  in 
which  he  distinctly  says  that  those  in  whom  the  vaccination 
was  of  earlier  date  managed  somehow  to  escape  altogether. 
That,  remember,  is  the  remark  of  a  believer  in  vaccination. 

Then,  sir,  in  order  to  take  the  biggest  of  these  fairy  tales 
first,  we  had  the  French  and  German  armies  quoted  to  us. 
Wherever  I  go,  on  every  platform  where  I  have  to  meet  with 
opposition,  I  have  to  meet  with  these  23,469  of  the  French  ./-J/; 
army  and  the  263  Ger^mans.   Now  it  seems  almost  too  astonish- 
ing that  there  is  absolutely  not  a  shadow  of  a  shade  of  founda-^*^ //. 
tion  for  that  statement  to  be  found  in  any  oflScial  documents  in 
Europe.    Yet  such  is  the  fact.    Dr.  Carpenter  himself,  relying 
upon  whose  information  Sir  Lyon  Playfair  made  the  statement 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  when  he  was  challenged  as  to  what 
was  his  authority  for  it,  was  unable  to  find  any  authority 
whatever.    He  set  Lord  Granville  to  endeavour  to  find  the 
authority.    Lord  Granville  took  six  weeks  in  trying  to  find  it, 
and  here  I  have  a  letter  to  the  Daily  News  of  August  8th, 
1883,  in  which  Dr.  Carpenter  himself  withdraws  that  state- 
ment, and  admits  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  it  in  any 
official  documents  whatever.    During:  the  months  of  the  war 
there  was  such  disorder  both  in  France  and  in  Germany  that 
there  was  no  record  of  any  sort  or  kind  kept  of  the  small-pox 
deaths,  and  whilst  the  Army  Departments  on  both  sides  have 
been  cross-examined  in  the  endeavour  to  find  out  some  origin 
for  this  simple  canard,  this  wild  fable,  they,  both  of  them, 
declare,  and  I  have  the  official  answers  with  me,  that  they 
have  no  such  figures  of  any  sort  or  kind,  so  that  this  enormous 
argument  about  the  French  and  German  armies  is  absolutely 
non-existent.    In  France  from  Brest  to  Toulon,  in  Germany 
from  Frankport  to  Vienna,  there  is  not  so  much  record  of  these 
supposed  facts  as  would  cover  an  old  postage  stamp. 
^    Then  we  were  called  upon  to  admire  the  patient  industry  > 
of  Jenner.    My  opponent  obtained  his  biography  of  Jenner 
from  Mr.  Simon's  vivid  imagination.    Unfortunately  the  facts 
with  regard  to  Jenner  do  not  point  that  way.    This  is  the 
chronology  of  Jenner's  long  and  patient  investigation.  The 
first  vaccination  in  England  was  performed  upon  James  Phipps  | 
on  14th  May,  1796.    There  was  no  possibility  of  repeating  1 
that  experiment  at  all  until  March  16th,  1798,  when  John  / 
Baker  was  vaccinated,  and  in  June  of  that  same  year,  only  / 
three  months  afterwards,  was  published  Jenner's  "Inquiry,"  | 
in  which  we  are  asked  to  believe  that  Jenner  said  he  never  | 
expected  vaccination  to  do  more  than  smallpox  did.    But  in  I 
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that  year  179S,  what  he  says  is  this:  "What  renders  the 
cowpox  virus  so  extremely  singular  is  that  the  person  who  has 
been  thus  aflfected  is  for  ever  after  secure  from  infection  of 
the  smallpox,  neither  the  exposure  to  the  variolus  effluvia 
nor  the  insertion  of  the  matter  into  the  skin  producing  this 
distemper  "    He  laid  that  doctrine  down,  and  for  that  doctrine 
he  pocketed  £30,000  sterling  of  good  British  money.    That  was 
the  doctrine  that  he  first  published  with  regard  to  vaccination, 
and  that  is  the  doctrine  which  is  now  proved  absolutely  false. 
False,  however,  as  it  is  proved,  it  is  nevertheless  a  doctrine 
that  is  still  laid  down  when  people  want  to  persuade  us  to  he 
very  much  vaccinated.    "  On  the  conclusion  of  this  artihcial 
disorder,"  says  Mr.  Simon,  "  neither  renewed  vaccination  nor 
inoculation  with  smallpox,  nor  the  closest  contact  nor  cohabi- 
tation with  smallpox  patients,  will  cause  him  to  betray  any 
remnant  of  susceptibility  to  infection."    That  is  Mr.  Simons 
statement.    The  fact  oi'  it  is  that  protection  is  served  out  to 
us  by  the  doctors  from  a  variety  of  bottles.    If  they  find  a 
man  who  will  swallow  a  big  dose  they  give  him  "  absolute 
protection."    When  a  lady  comes  to  inquire  into  it  they  give 
her  the  "  preservation  of  the  complexion."    Wlien  an  inquiring 
person  comes  they  say,  "  We  never  expected  it  to  do  more  than 
a  previous  attack  of  smallpox  would  have  done,"  and  in  that  way 
they  have  a  recipe  for  every  kind  of  intellectual  constitution. 
Then,  turning  to  another  matter,  we  are  asked  to  swallow  a 
good  deal  I  Ihink  about  the  mortality  of  the  un vaccinated. 
That  is  part  and  parcel  of  the  argument  which  tries  to  show 
that  smallpox  was  always  such  a  dreadful  thing  as  they 
endeavour  to  make  it  out  to  have  been  in  the  18th  century. 
In  the  18th  century  smallpox  was  a  terrible  thing,  because  by 
the  18th  century  the  infallible  doctors  had  got  hold_  of  it, 
and  they  were  advocating  an  infallible  preventive  of  it,  viz., 
inoculation.    The  result  was  they  were  spreading  the  disease 
all  over  the  country  into  places  where  it  had  never  been  before. 
That  was  what  made  the  18th  century  smallpox  so  terrible. 
But  in  .spite  of  the  18th  century  smallpox  being  really  terrible 
it  was  not  so  terrible  as  they  attempt  to  make  out.  Here, 
for  instance,  I  have  an  extract  from  Baron  von  Swieten, 
■who  was  head  physician  to  Maria  Theresa.    Speaking  of 
schools  he  had  inspected  in  Vienna  in  1745,  he  says,  To 
sum  up,  we  find  that  the  whole  number  of  smallpox  patients 
in  those  places  was  3.55,  of  whom  7  died.    The  proportion  of 
deaths  to  recovery  was  1  in  50 ;  but  if  from  those  7  deaths 
we  take  off"  three  sickly  persons  whose  deaths  could  not  be 
ascribed  to  smallpox  alone,  the  proportion  of  deaths  to  re- 
coveries, will  be  1  in  89  or  thereabouts."    That  is  a  very 
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different  tale  to  the  31  per  cent.,  40  per  cent.,  and  the  49  per  cent, 
to  which  we  have  been  treated  to-night,  and  the  65  per  cent, 
to  which  in  other  places  we  have  been  asked  to  give  our  assent. 
But  there  is  something  more  serious  than  that.  We  have  in 
Rees's  Encyclopoedia,  and  in  the  works  of  Jurin  and  Duvillard, 
an  investigation  of  24,996  cases  of  smallpox  before  vaccination 
was  invented.  Call  it,  therefore,  25,000  cases,  and  the  mor- 
tality per  cent,  is  18.  I  wish  I  had  the  opportunity  of  writing 
up  a  good  big  18  per  cent,  somewhere  in  this  room,  and  asking 
you  all  to  keep  your  mind  and  your  eye  fixed  on  that  18  per 
cent.  When  you  are  asked  to  believe  that  the  unvaccinated 
now,  for  want  of  vaccination,  die  at  the  rate  of  49  per  cent, 
please  do  a  little  subtraction  sum  :  take  18  from  49  and  ask 
my  opponent  who  it  is  that  kills  the  other  31. 

Then  we  have  been  treated  to  a  little  statement  about 
India.  Now,  I  will  give  you  an  extract  from  an  Indian 
blue-book.  In  a  recent  blue-book  it  is  stated,  "  The  vaccina- 
tion returns  in  India  show  that  the  number  of  vaccinations 
does  not  bear  any  ratio  to  the  smallpox  deaths.  Smallpox  in 
India  is  related  to  season  and  also  to  epidemic  prevalence.  It 
is  not  a  disease,  therefore,  that  can  be  controlled  by  vaccination 
in  the  sense  that  vaccination  is  a  specific  against  it.^  As  an 
endemic  and  epidemic  disease  it  must  be  dealt  with  "  (it  is  a 
wise  man  I  venture  to  think  who  wrote  these  words)  "  it  must 
be  dealt  with  by  sanitary  measures,  and  if  those  are  neglected 
smallpox  is  certain  to  increase  during  epidemic  times.  Vac- 
cination has  no  power  apparently  over  epidemic  smallpox. 
It  would  scarcely  answer,  in  the  face  of  these  facts,  to  go  on 
vaccinating  the  people  to  protect  them  from  smallpox,  while 
leavino-  them  surrounded  by  such  disease  causes  as  the  reports 
would^show  to  exist  in  all  the  viHagesatfected."  That  is  trom 
the  "  Report  on  Sanitary  Measures  m  India,  1879-80.  Vol. 

^^So^much,  then,  for  India  ;  but  I  think  it  is  almost  time  to 
turn  from  the  consideration  of  the  remarks  that  we  listened 
to  a  little  while  ago,  and  to  state  the  case  for  myself  as  against 
vaccination.  I  may  return  to  some  one  or  two  of  those  points 
afterwards,  if  those  points  are  any  further  pressed,  but  i  want 
tn  ask  in  the  first  place  whether  vaccination  has  generally 
improved  the  state  of  things.  Now,  iri  1853  vaccination  was 
S  i^ade  compulsory-obligatory,  at  least-and  let  me  here 
Smply  state  that  I  protest  altogether  against  the  division  that 
wP  have  had  of  these  periods.  Vaccination  was  made  really 
romnuLry  by  the  Act  of  1867.  The  Act  of  1871  was  an 
IZl^Zrj  Act,  and  if  you  take  these  periods  of  compulsion, 
as  they  pr^operly  are,  you  have  them  in  this  way.  Before 
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compulsion,  from  1847  to  1853;  obliftatory  vaccination  not 
strictly  enforced,  1854  to  18G7;  strictly  enforced  vaccination, 
from  18G8  to  the  present  time.   And,  now,  see  what  a  different 
complexion  the  figures  wear  if  you  just  shift  the  great  1871-72 
epidemic  into  its  proper  place,  namely,  into  the  third  period, 
that  of  rigid  compulsion.     Before  any  compulsion  from  1847 
to  1853,  the  mean  annual  smallpox  death-rate  per  million 
living  was  305  ;  between  1854  and  1870  you  have  the  annual 
death-rate,  171 ;  between  1871  and  1880  the  mean  annual 
death-rate  was  235.    It  is  all  very  well  to  take  the  great  epi- 
demic of  1871,  which  is  the  stumbling-block  of  those  who 
believe  in  vaccination,  and  dilute  the  mortality  of  it  in  the  14 
or  15  preceding  years;  that  is  Dr.  Ballard's  way  of  doing  it, 
and  Dr.  Ballard  has  gone  a  little  further  in  the  same  direction, 
and  says  what  is  doubtless  true,  that  he  could  make  the  whole 
case  in  favour  of  vaccination  plain,  if  he  were  permitted  to 
leave  out  the  epidemic  years.    That  is  precisely  like  a  man  "^JiiJ 
who  says  he  would  be  perfectly  solvent  if  it  was  not  for  his 
confounded  debts. 

Now,  we  have  had  three  epidemics  since  vaccination  first 
began  to  be  enforced  upon  us.    In  the  first  epidemic,  1857-59, 
the  deaths  from  smallpox  were  14,000  and  odd ;  I  will  read  to 
the  nearest  thousand.    In  the  second  epidemic,  1863-65,  there 
were  20,000  ;  in  the  third  epidemic,  1870-72,  there  were  nearly 
45,000.    This  is  the  way  in  which  vaccination,  when  it  is 
efficiently  and  properly  forced  upon  us,  stamps  out  smallpox. 
The  increase  of  population  between  the  firstand  second  epidemic 
was  only  7  per  cent.,  while  the  increase  in  the  magnitude  of  the 
epidemic  was  40  per  cent.  The  increase  of  population  between 
the  second  and  third  epidemic  was  10  per  cent.,  and  the  increase 
in  the  magnitude  of  the  epidemic  during  the  same  period  was 
123  per  cent.    How  you  are  going  to  make  out  from  this  that 
vaccination  is  a  protection  against  smallpox,  I  am  absolutely 
at  a  loss  to  discover.   But  then,  if  they  say  that  it  is  not  fair  to 
take  the  epidemic  years  alone,  I  will  avoid  taking  those  years 
alone,  and  take  simple  periods.    Let  us  take  the  period  of  10 
years.    In  the  period  where  we  get  the  first  law  passed,  from 
1851  to  1860,  you  have  42,000  deaths  from  smallpox  ;  in  the 
second  decade,  1861  to  1870,  you  have  34,700  deaths  ;  and  in  the 
last  decade,  1871  to  1880,  you  have  57,422  deaths.    It  seems  to 
me  that  this  vaccination,  when  it  was  enforced  upon  us  by  the 
Act  of  1867,  was  forthwith  succeeded  by  a  large  increase  of 
smallpox,  and  how  this  comes  to  pass  I  will  investigate  a  little 
later  on.   Suffice  it  for  me  to  quote  one  more  extract,  and  that 
is  an  extract  from  an  authority  that  all  sanitarians  and  health 
officers  must,  I  am  sure,  respect — the  Registrar-General  him- 
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self.  He  says  in  his  report  for  the  decennium  ending  1880 — 
"It  will  be  found  that  the  saving  of  life  was  almost  entirely 
due  to  the  diminished  mortality  from  causes  whose  destructive 
activity  is  especially  amenable  to  sanitary  interference,  namely, 
the  so-called  zymotic  diseases.  .  .  The  death-rate  from 
fever  fell  nearly  50  per  cent.  .  .  That  of  scarlatina  and 
diphtheria  fell  33  per  cent.  .  .  One  disease  alone  in  this 
class  showed  exceptionally  a  rise,  and  no  inconsiderable  one. 
This  was  smallpox,  which,  owing  to  two  great  outbreaks  of 
1871-72  and  1877-78,  gave  a  death-rate  nearly  50  per  cent, 
above  the  previous  average."  That  is  to  say,  in  the  case  of 
the  one  disease  against  which  we  are  using  special  prophylactic 
measures — special  measures  which  are  complete,  because  they 
are  made  complete  by  law — these  special  prophylactic  measures 
are  followed  by  an  increase  of  that  disease,  and  of  that  disease 
only,  and  therefore  it  is  that  the  doctors  tell  us  that  to  be  un- 
vaccinated  is  to  lie  beyond  the  latitude  not  onl^'  of  salvation, 
but  of  Euclid.  Then  the  nurses  have  been  quoted,  and  Mr. 
Marson's  statement  about  those  nurses  never  taking  smallpox. 
Now  the  real  facts  are,  that  at  Stockwell  there  have  been  3,  at 
Fulham  7,  at  Deptford  1,  at  Halifax  1,  in  Sheffield  2,  at  Lewes 
2,  while  in  the  island  of  Trinidad,  so  convinced  was  the  medical 
officer,  Dr.  Bakewell,  there,  of  the  value  of  vaccination,  that 
he  vaccinated  himself  six  times  over,  and  lived  to  give  evi- 
dence before  this  1871  committee  of  having  had  smallpox 
after  all. 

Then  we  come  to  the  consideration  of  the  mortality  ot  the 
unvaccinated.  They  say.  Well,  we  admit  that  vaccination 
cannot  protect  you  altogether,  but  look  at  the  different  mor- 
talities. Well,  let  us  look  at  the  different  mortalities ;  let  us 
look  at  them  when  we  can  get  them  thoroughly  kept.  For 
instance,  let  us  go  to  the  returns  kept  by  the  burgomasters  of 
Coloo-ne  in  the  great  epidemic  of  1871.  There  you  have  a 
population  of  117,000  vaccinated,  and  8,000  unvaccinated;  of 
cases  you  had  2,351  vaccinated,  that  is,  2  per  cent,  of  the  vac- 
cinated population  ;  of  unvaccinated  you  had  49,  or  only  ^  per 
cent  of  the  unvaccinated  population.  The  percentage  of  mor- 
tality of  children  to  cases  is  thus— the  vaccinated  children, 
meanincr  by  children  infants  under  two  years  of  age,  died  at  80 
ner  cent"  the  unvaccinated  at  66  per  cent,  of  cases.  Taking,  again 
the  chronological  order  of  the  cases,  the  first  173  that  occurred 
in  Coloo-ne  were  all  of  them  either  vaccinated  or  re-vaccmated  ; 
that  is'^to  say,  there  were  173  vaccinated  and  re-vaccinated 
patients  suffering  from  every  variety  of  smallpox  before  these 
centres  of  contagion,"  these  "fire-brands  amongst  gunpowder, 
these  "open  cesspools,"  according  to  the  elegant  language  to 
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nnnnnents  are  constantly  treating  us.  could 
which  °"'^,7f'°^  ."fP^TSngle  appearance  in  the  smallpox 
be  persuaded  to  put  -jj^;,  r,.         more  powerful 

retm-ns.   Agau,  take  t  «  root  unit    there  is^  A 

instrument  in  vital  sta  istics  than  that  neve? 

'^^^Ts'Slp'o^'ll  r™"      t'the^epideS,  enter  a  house 
:^::p^\tCt:a;  Lught  into  that  liou^  hy  eiaier  a  vac 

r-Xran^t^^STper^^^^^^^ 

sHrt=^o^9Sini 

thP  medical  profession  about  vaccination,  and  so  there  is.  oux, 

patriotic  outside-o£-Euclid  sort  of  a  scoundrel,  because  I  agree 
Sth  both  of  them.  Now,  take  the  great  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^ 
I  wonder  how  many  people  in  this  room  know  how  inany 
Ivmnhs  thernre-absolutely  separate  and  independent  stocks 
orivXh '  You  are  generally  told  that  there  is  calf  ymph 
fniCmanised  lymph^  and,  I  course,  calf  lymph  is  ^he  lymph 
which  most  vaccinators  pronounce  to  be  safe.  But  no  less  an 
Tuthority  than  Dr.  Seaton  himself  denounces  calf  lymph  as 

being  unsafe-more  unsafe  than  — -^'i,  f^Pj' f ,f Trom 
hims°elf,and  Ceeley  agrees  ^^^h  him,  says  that  so  fe^ 
producing  less  irritation  it  is  likely  to  produce  far  more. 
Then  wl  have  another  variety  of  lymph,  the  B^iaUpox 
itself  that  is  the  lymph  of  Badcock.  On  that  I  should 
ust  like  t  quote  tL  Opinion  of  no  less  a  vaccinator  than 

Dr.  Charles  Cameron,  M.P.,  ^"^^'T  ,  \7  tv^  Teat 
to  know  is  what  has  become  of  this  lymph?  My  gieat 
Lson  for\sking  the  question  is  that  more  recen  and 
searching  experiment  has  demonstrated  that  it  is  not 
vaccine  fymp^  at  all,  but  smallpox  ^yff'^^^^X^MZ 
inoculated  apparently  with  greater  safety  to  ^he  indiv  dual 
than  ordinary  smallpox,  but,  like  the  ^^^l*^^^.^*^  ^^^^^^t-^^^^^C; 
pox,  capable  of  propagating  that  disease  in  its  mos.  vuulcnt 

w'hate'r  w%  we  turn  the  practice  of  one  condemns  the 
practice   of  the  other..    Then  take  it  in  another  aspect. 
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Of  this  one  prescription  alone  it  is  the  same  dose  for  all  ajes 
and  all  strengths  —  "  four  scarifications  and  rub  it  in."  The 
prescription  is  o£  the  simplest ;  whether  for  a  strong  man  of 
30,  for  a  child  of  13,  or  for  an  infant  of  3  months,  or  for  the 
little  atom  of  suffering  humanity,  workhouse  born,  before  its 
seventh  sunrise.  I  say  such  a  thing  is  at  once  a  sham  and  a 
shame.  Then  when  the  evil  is  done  they  come  and  look  you 
straight  in  the  face  and  say,  "  Well,  we  are  very  sorry,  but  it 
must  run  its  course."  This  phrase,  "  It  must  run  its  cour.se," 
has  a  solemn  history  in  thousands  and  thousands  of  English 
homes ;  it  calls  up  the  difference  that  there  is  between  the 
beautiful  past  and  the  future  that  once  might  have  been,  and 
that  future  as  it  is,  marred  with  these  hideous  words  written 
all  across  our  dreams  of  it,  "  artificial  induction  of  artificial 
disease,  a  disease  that  must  run  its  course,  though  its  course 
end  only  in  the  grave."  I  will  show  when  I  rise  again  how 
true,  how  fatally  true,  those  words  have  been  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  our  land. 

Mr.  Branthwaite  :  I  was  quite  prepared  for  the  rambling 
statement  which  my  friend  has  made  in  answer  to  my  opening 
remarks.    It  is  all  very  well  to  deal  with  loud  declamation 
about  certain  things  and  forget  altogether  remarks  which  have 
been  made  prior  to  the  address  of  the  speaker  in  the  negative. 
Now,  I  contended  from  the  first  that  Jenner's  remarks  were 
with 'regard  to  the  operation  after  the  discovery  was  complete, 
and  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  anything  that  Jenner  said  prior 
to  the  completion  of  the  discovery.    I  said,  I  think,  most 
distinctly  that  every  other  man  was  open  to  the  same  charge 
in  the  perfecting  of  any  discovery.    J enner's  point  was  always 
that  the  vaccination  must  be  properly  and  efiiciently  performed. 
My  friend  may  try  to  make  a  point  out  of  the  various  qualities 
of  lymph.    I  am  very,  glad  I  excluded  altogether  this  com- 
pulsory business,  or  else  it  is  evident  he  would  have  posed 
before  you  to-night  as  a  martyr,  one  of  the  finest  things  m 
the  world  to  put  to  an  English  audience.    You  have  only  to 
stand  before  an  English  audience  and  say  I  am  a  martyr  to 
anything,  it  does  not  matter  what  it  is,  the  English  heart  is 
so  full  of  sympathy  and  so  full  of  feeling  for  a  fellow-creature 
that,  whether  he  be  right  or  wrong,  they  will  vote  in  support 
of  that  for  which  he  has  suffered. 

Now  my  friend  objects  altogether  to  the  sharp  division  ot 
periods,'  and  he  pretends  to  quote  from  some  authority,  i 
quoted  from  the  report  of  the  Local  Government  Boaid  an 
extract  from  the  Forty-third  Annual  Report  of  the  Reg^^tiar 
General.    My  friend  quoted  from  the  Registrar  General,  so  i 
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am  fair  in  doing  so,  showing  the  mean  annual  death-rate  from 
smallpox  per  million  living  (a)  at  all  ages  ;  (h)  under  5  years. 
From  1847  to  1853  vaccination,  optional  at  ail  ages,  dua  ; 
under  5  years  old,  1G17.  We  do  not  exclude  the  epidemic 
years  -  certainly  not.  From  1854  to  1871,  when  vaccmation 
was  oblio-atory,  but  not  efficiently  performed,  at  all  ages,  ; 
under  5  years  old,  817.  From  1872  to  1880,  when  vaccination 
was  obligatory,  and  efficiently  enforced  by  vaccination  officers, 
at  all  ages,  156 ;  under  5  years  old,  323.  Then  from  1854  to 
1880,  the  entire  period  of  obligatory  vaccination,  there  died  at 
all  a<^es,  198,  and  under  6  years  old,  633,  so  that  the  deaths 
are  reduced,  under  5  years  old,  from  1617  to  633.  If  that  is 
not  co-incident  with  the  progressive  stages  ot  vaccination  i 

do  not  know  what  is.  ,  •  i. 

Now  my  friend  goes  on  and  brings  a  charge  against  the 
doctors  which  I  will  simply  pass  over  as  being  unworthy  of 
the  slightest  notice.    To  attempt  to  deny  statistics  that  are 
crathered  from  the  practice  of  men,  presumably  gentlemen,  is 
at  all  events  unworthy  of  any  debater  on  a  public  platform. 
It  simply  means  that  he  charges  this  body  of  men  with  having 
told  a  huge  lie  and  perpetuated  that  lie  by  bolstering  it  up  by 
false  statistics.    Now,  we  will  suppose  for  a  moment  that  there 
is  a  reason  in  England— I  will  not  say  what  reason  there  may 
be— for  bolstering  up  statistics  in  order  to  support  something 
—I  do  not  mention  what  it  is.    Well  then,  just  let  us  go  to 
some  countries  where  there  is  nothing  of  the  kind  existing  to 
induce  men  to  tell  lies,  and  to  stick  to  lies.    In  America— -I 
quote  from  a  speech  of  Sir  Lyon  Playfair— ("  Oh.")    I  will 
quote  from  Mr.  P.  A.  Taylor  directly  ;  do  not  be  m  a  hurry— 
the  mortality  of  unvaccinated  was  even  greater  than  in 
London  during  the  epidemic,  in  Boston  amongst  the  unvac- 
cinated it  was  50  per  cent.,  in  Philadelphia  64  per  cent.*  From 
January  1st  to  February  26,  there  were  reported  in  the 
department  of  Brooklyn  112  cases,  and  of  these  98  were  found 
on  examination  to  have  the  disease,  and  14  not  to  have  it. 
Of  100  who  had  smallpox  45  had  never  been  vaccinated,  and 
27  of  those  died.    8  others  had  pale,  imperfect  and  indistinct 
marks  of  vaccination,  and  were  probably  never  vaccinated, 
using  the  term  as  it  should  be  used  ;  of  those  4  died,  so  that 
we  may  say  that  53  had  never  been  vaccinated,  of  whom  31 
or  58  per  cent,  died ;  of  the  47  who  had"  been  successfully 
vaccinated,   6  or   only   12  per  cent.  died.    Now   that_  is 
from  a   country  where  there   is  no  reason  for  bolstering 
up   statistics,  or    for    telling    any    untruths    about  the 

*  Appendix,  Note  0. 
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matter.     Statistics  with  regard  to  smallpox  are  objected 
to  very  often  because  the  certificates  of  death  do  not  state 
positively  whether  those  who  have  died  were  vaccinated 
or   not.     Now  Dr.  Buchanan  in  his  memorandum,  made 
by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  divides  these,  and  shows 
that  about  one-third  of  the  returns  do  not  state  whether 
vaccination  had  been  performed  or  not,  and  in  order  to  come 
to  a  proper  division  he  divides  that  one-third  betwixt  the 
two,  vaccinated  and  unvaccinated,  and  what  is  the  result.  It 
is  argued  that  medical  men  are  reticent  because  they  fear  the 
aro-ument  against  vaccination.    I  do  not  fear  the  argument 
acrlinst  vaccination.    I  have  been  vaccinating  children  for  the 
last  35  years.    I  have  held  large  public  appointments  as  a 
public  vaccinator.    I  have  as  a  father  vaccinated  12  of  my 
children,  and  I  stand  here  to-night  and  tell  you  that  I  have 
never  in  one  single  instance  seen  any  injurious  result  from 
vaccination.    Now  the  Registrar-General  tells  us  that  he  only 
returns  as  vaccinated  and  unvaccinated  such  cases  of  smallpox 
as  are  so  certified  by  regular  medical  practitioners.  The 
Registrar-General  only  takes  those  that  are  marked  vaccinated 
and  unvaccinated.    The  result  on  the  basis  that  I  have  named 
is  at  all  ages,  for  the  52  weeks  of  1880,  the  London  death-rate 
from  smallpox  was  90  per  million  among  vaccinated  arid 
amongst  unvaccinated  at  the  rate  of  3,350  per  milhon.  _  ('  Oh.  ) 
I  am  quoting  from  the  Registrar-General.    If  my  fyiend  can 
find  a  better  man,  perhaps  you  will  save  your  "  oh  s    until  he 
does  it    Now,  if  the  whole  of  the  deaths,  in  which  the  tact  as 
reo-ards  vaccination  were  not  given,  were  amongst  those  who 
had  been  vaccinated  the  rate  would  be  90  per  million  amongst 
the  vaccinated  and  6,350  unvaccinated  ;  on  the  other  hand  it 
we  allow  that  the  whole  of  the  non-stated  deaths  took  place 
amongst  those  who  were  unvaccinated  then  the  cieath-rate  ot 
the  vaccinated  would  be  247  per  million  against  3,3o0  ot  the 

unvaccinated.  ^     ^,      ,     ,       •.  j.-  „ 

Now  my  friend  refers  to  India  and  talks  about  sanitat  on. 
Now  this  is  a  stock  argument  with  anti-vaccmators.  Ihey 
try  to  persuade  us  that  the  whole  of  the  result  ot  the 
reduced  rate  from  smallpox  is  due  to  sanitation  and  increased 
sanitary  measures.   It  would  be  idle  to  deny  that  i^P^^emexit 
in  sanitary  matters  has  tended  to  lessen  the  death-rate  tiom 
smallpox,  but  let  us  not  forget  that  other  causes  have  been  at 
work  having  a  tendency  in  an  opposite  direction     ihe  popula- 
tion of  the%ountry  has  rapidly  increased.    The  means  of 
intercourse  is  very  much  greater  and  the  ^^PJ,^; 
lation  more  within  the  last  century.    AlUhose  circumstances 
tend  to  increase  the  danger  of  spreading  infection,  and  it  is  a 
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waiter  ot  doubt  whether  the  sanitary  eonditk,n  ot^  the  people 

of  whieh  is  stronger  ^^f, f^"        from  ^m^^^^^^^^^ 

class  ?    Why  very  little  over  6  per  cent.    Now,  why  on 

te^^Sbt  f'om^Sarnift  finis:  a.  -^* 

sm  lipox' showi^,g  how  little  i-A-- '^^e  else  o 
factor  in  governing  the  progress  of  ™^ "P"?;^  ™  '^^^  I 
the  increased  mortality  m  smallpox  ^0^^^"^ 
probably  that  there  are  still  many  unvaoemated,  and  ™»n  st 
the  vaeeinated  the  protective  power   wears   out  as  age 

■"^NoTmy  friend  talks  about  the  evils  which  arise^  He 
haf  only  barely  hinted  at  it.  but  I  knew  w]>at  1« 
a  meant  to  imply  what  anti  -  vaccinators  do,  that  vacc>^ 
„«Hnn   tiroduces  other   diseases.     Very  well  ,  you  see  i 
am  notTposed  to  blink  any  part  of  the  subject  whrch 
sMms  to  be  considered  of  such  vital  importance.    Now  m 
Son  in  1881,  12  deaths  were  registered  as  from  cowpox 
the  disease  oocurrinff  after  vaccination.     Inquiry  into  ine 
Lts     satd  deaths  showed^  that  the  cause  of  death  was^  with 
hardly  an  exception,  erysipelas,  derived  from  one  or  other 
so^U  and  seldom  even  dating  from,  the  vaccmat^^^^^^^  Now 
sunnose  all  the  12  deaths  had  been  justly  attributed  to  vac 
3ion  and  had  been  the  unavoidable  result  of  vaccination^ 
Then  12  Hves  lost  by  vaccination  had  paid  for  the  gam  ot  what 
Of  12  000  lives  that  must  have  been  sacrificed  to  smallpox  bu 
for  vaccination     Since  1852  about  17  millions  of  infants  had 
been  va'crnaS  in  England  and  Wales.    If  there  were  any 
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great  truth  in  the  allegation,  not  tens  but  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  cases  must  have  been  observed,  especially  with 
regard  to  one  particular  disease,  that  of  syphilis  —  "but  it  is 
extremely  doubtful  whether  half-a-dozen  central  cases  of  pro- 
pagation have  been  reasonably  suspected."  That  is  from  Sir 
Lyon  Playfair  again.  Now,  just  one  word  upon  that  point  as 
to  what  your  friend,  Mr.  Taylor,  did.  Your  friend,  Mr.  Taylor, 
was  one  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  House  of 
Commons  in  1871  to  inquire  as  to  whether  there  was  any 
truth  in  the  allegation  that  disease  was  propagated  by  vac- 
cination.* "  An  active  member  of  the  Committee  was  the 
Hon.  Member  for  Leicester  (Mr.  Taylor),  who  will  bear  me  out 
when  I  say  that  we  carefully  heard  the  evidence  of  anti- 
vaccinators."  So  they  go  on.  Then  Mr.  Taylor,  when  the 
report  was  moved,  voted  to  omit  certain  words,  but  after  Mr. 
Taylor's  amendment,  mind  you  the  apostle,  the  Goliath  of 
Gath  of  anti-vaccinators,  agrees  to  this  resolution — "  That 
some  few  cases  of  disease  have  been  communicated  by  vac- 
cination, but  the  danger  is  so  infinitesimal  in  respect  to  pro- 
portion, that,  subject  to  the  condition  mentioned  above,  the 
Committee  do  not  hesitate  to  express  their  conviction  of  the 
practically  safe  character  of  the  operation."  That  is  Mr. 
Taylor  himself.  I  wish  I  had  time  to  take  you  a  bit  further, 
but  I  happen  to  have  here  an  authentic  copy  of  death-rates 
before  and  after  the  introduction  of  vaccination.  I  will 
first  take  you  to  the  Rhine  Provinces.  As  my  friend  has 
been  to  Cologne,  I  will  go  to  the  Rhine.  In  the  Rhine 
Provinces  the  mean  death-rate,  prior  to  vaccination,  was  908 ; 
subsequent  to  vaccination  it  was  90 — 908  against  90.  We  will 
go  on  to  Eastern  Prussia,  and  there  the  mean  death-rate  per 
million,  prior  to  vaccination,  was  3,321 ;  the  mean  death-rate 
per  million  after  vaccination,  was  56.  Go  to  Western  Prussia, 
and  you  will  find  the  mean  death-rate  before  the  introduction 
of  vaccination,  was  2,272,  and  after  vaccination,  it  was  356. 
Surely  if  these  figures  mean  anything,  they  mean  that  at  all 
events  it  is  a  singular  co-incidence  that  smallpox  should  be 
frightened  at  the  appearance  of  vaccination,  and  gradually  dis' 
appears  for  fear  that  the  operation  should  be  forced  upon  the 
people.i" 

Mr.  MiLNES  :  First  and  foremost,  I  wish  to  protest,  in  the 
ver}^  strongest  possible  manner,  against  the  so-called  quotation 
which  we  have  heard  from  Mr.  Peter  Taylor.  I  am  somewhat 
lost  in  amazement  as  to  what  medical  audacity  will  quote  next 
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when  medical  men  quote  as  an  expresrion  of  Mr-  gte  Taylor  » 
present  opM^^ 

rthl'^^bjea  Xmter^y  -pented  of        since^  when 
L  savs  that  whatever  power   of  work  he  has  lett  ne 
ImT.oteV.  sacred  Lty  to  -^lo  the    aUl  erro^^^^^^^^^^ 
he  then  made.    It  is  a  very  great  pity  ^S"!' 
studies  of  Peter  Taylor's  writings  l^^ve  been  stricUy  limo^^e^^^^^^ 
second-hand  extracts  from  Sir  Lyon  Playtair._   Then  we  are 
told  o  the  12  deaths,  and  we  are  told  to  rejoice  m  that  only 
19  deaths  have  purchased  for  us  12.000  hves.    Against  that 
If  1  ^  .t^nri-n  the  name  of  English  law  and  our  common 
humanity  I'w  U  pr  tes?  It  is  the  morals  of  the  Mignonette 
becLe  it  is Ving  it  distinctly  down  yXTnany 
the  weak  and  the  defence  ess  and  the  few  t«  f^^X 
and  the  strong.    English  law  has  rightly  "^^^e  that  murde^^^^ 
it  has  declared  it  murder  m  a  poor  sailor  in  ^^e  open  sea 
hard  pressed  by  the  actual  presence  of  famine,  m  the  excess 
of  despa  r  and  yet  it  is  claimed  as  patriotism  and  science 
or  the  m^lical^fficers  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
pressed  onlv  by  their  dread  of  a  disease  that  may  never 
E  of  a  diseIse,too,that  if  they  would  but   ake  - 
and  a  little  clean  water,  they  could  keep  out  of  their  own 
Xces  forever.    As  to  the  12,000  lives  of  children  said  to  be 
?aved  each  year,  I  have  only  to  reply  that  such  a  mortality 
alng  t  children  alone  would  imply  a  mortality  three  times 
aslrel^t  as  existed  in  London  before  vaccination  was  inven  d 
Now  what  were  called  my  charges  against  the  medical 
profession,  formed  a  good  deal  of  the  back-bone  of  the  remarks 
we  have  just  listened  to.    My  charges  might  be  a  tolerably 
serious  responsibility  for  me,  perhaps,  if  I  made  them,    i  do 
not  make  them— they  make  them  for  themselves.    Of  course, 
stanSnt  in  the  position  in  which  I  do,  I        t  .^ave  most  un- 
bounded admiration  for  the  evidence  of  Medical  Officers  o 
Health.     Consequently,  I  will  quote  Mr.  Henry  May,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Aston  Union  of  Birmingham 
who  says-"  In  certificates  given  by  us  voluntarily,  and  to 
which  the  public  have  access,  it  is  scarcely  to  be  expected  that 
Tm  dicalman  will  give  opinions  which  may  te  l  against,  or 
reflect  upon,  himself,  in  any  way.    As  instances  of  case^  which 
may  tell  against  a  medical  man  himself,  I  wil  i^ention 
erysipelas  from  vaccination,  and  puerperal  fever.   A  death  from 
the  first  cause  occurred  not  long  ago  m  my  practice,  and 
although  I  had  not  vaccinated  the  child,  yet  m  my  desire  to 
preserve  vaccination  from  reproach,  I  omitted  all  mention  of 
it  from  my  certificate  of  death."    When  this  is  laid  down  m  a 
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deliberate  article  on  medical  certificates;  when  we  come  to 
think  what  authority  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  in  a 
district,  how  his  practice  is  looked  up  to  for  guidance  by  the 
other  medical  men  in  the  district,  I  mean  to  say  that  is  a  most 
dangerous  doctrine ;  it  contains  a  doctrine  upon  which  I  cannot 
found  a  stronger  accusation  than  the  words  themselves  convey. 

And  now,when  we  come  to  the  consideration  of  these  disasters, 
I  would  ask  first,  are  they  few ;  and  secondly,  are  they  slight  1 
First,  are  they  few  ?   I  have  them  tabulated  here  according  to 
the  increase  in  the  stringency  of  the  vaccination  law.    I  will 
give  you  the  returns  of  deaths  per  million  born  under  one  year 
of  age  from  various  diseases  in  the  various  periods.  Whilst 
vaccination  was  voluntary  from  1847-1853,  of  skin  diseases 
there  died  of  these  little  children  183  per  million  born  per 
annum.    Obligatory  vaccination  from  1853  to  1867  made  it 
253.    Enforced  vaccination  1867  to  1878  makes  it  343-— 183, 
253,  343  deaths  from  skin  disease.    Take  scrofula,_  in  the 
same  periods  you  have  351  under  voluntary  vaccination,  Qll 
under  obligatory  vaccination,  and  908  under  enforced  vaccina- 
tion.   The  worst  of  all  human  diseases— alluded  to  by  Sir 
Thomas  Watson  as  that  ugly  blot  which  has  fallen  on  arm-to- 
arm  vaccination,  that  ghastly  risk,  which  enabled  him  to  say 
that  he  can  justify  and  even  applaud  the  parent  who,  with  the 
dread  of  it  before  him,  resists  the  penalties  of  the  vaccination 
law— with  regard  to  that  disease  we  have  this  return,  564  under 
voluntary  vaccination,  1,206  under  obligatory  vaccination, 
1,738  under  enforced  vaccination.    We  had  it  read  to  us  how 
the  medical  officers  of  the  Government  have  not  seen  such 
cases.    But  it  is  not  convenient  for  the  medical  officers  of  the 
Government  to  see.    For  instance,  Mr.  Hutchinson  gives  his 
cases  arranged  in  separate  series  ;  and  his  first  series  of  cases, 
of  which  I  have  the  record  here,  he  gives  as  of  12  persons, 
mostly  young  adults,  vaccinated  from  a  healthy  looking  child. 
In  all  of  these  cases  there  could  be  no  doubt  whatever  as  to 
what  was  the  matter  with  them.   Now  these  cases  Mr.  Hutch- 
inson states  were  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  medical 
officers  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  Dr.  Sea  ton  was  requested 
to  investigate  them.     Wherefore  you  see  the  value  of  the 
statement  in  Mr.  Ernest  Hart's  "  Truth  about  Vaccination  — 
that  "  no  case  of  syphilis  caused  by  vaccination  has  ever  been 
discovered  by  the  Medical  Department."    When  Mr.  Hutchin- 
son clearly  brings  these  cases  before  them  they  imitate  Nelson, 
they  put  their  blind  eye  to  the  telescope  and  declare  that 

they  cannot  see. 

But  we  come  to  the  consideration  of  whether  these  disasters 
when  they  occur  are  slight.    Here  I  would  recommend  the 
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consideration  of  the  events  that  took  place  two  years  ago  in 
Norwich,  where  Dr.  Guy,  a  thrice  rewarded  public  vaccinator 
—at  least  he  was  then  a  twice  rewarded  public  vaccinator  tor 
the  efficiency  of  his  work— managed  somehow  or  other  to 
vaccinate  to  death  in  a  single  morning's  work  four  children, 
and  to  injure  five  more.  As  the  result  of  the  investigation 
that  was  held  Dr.  Buchanan  declared  in  a  note  appended  to 
the  Blue-book,  that  it  must  have  been  caused  by  some  dirty 
appliances,  used  by  Dr.  Guy.  Consequently  of  course _  you 
would  imagine  that  Dr.  Guy  was  dealt  with  and  dismissed 
from  his  office.  Here  is  a  man  who  is  said  to  use  dirty 
appliances  and  with  them  does  our  little  children  to  death- 
mind,  that  is  according  to  Dr.  Buchanan,  because  I  do  not 
myself  believe  it.  I  believe  Dr.  Guy  was  unjustly  made  the 
scapegoat  for  the  evil  due  to  the  vaccination  itself.  But  that 
is  the  official  statement,  at  all  events,  that  this  medical  man 
by  his  gross  carelessness  has  done  these  little  children  to 
death.  But  Dr.  Guy  is  public  vaccinator  of  Norwich  still, 
and  has  just  been  rewarded  again,  has  drawn  another 
reward  from  the  public  funds  for  the  excellence  of  his 
work.  The  real  monument  to  the  excellence  of  his  work  is 
the  graves  in  the  Norwich  churchyard,  and  it  is  in  such  graves 
as  those  that  the  real  history  of  vaccination  is  being  written 
all.  over  the  face  of  our  country.  They  tell  us  these  things 
are  slight.  Let  me  just  give  you,  in  the  mother's  own  words, 
an  account  of  a  single  one  of  these  "  accidents  ": — "  I  sent  a 
message  to  Dr.  Mason  that  my  baby  was  ill.  When  Mrs. 
Hills  came  back  she  told  me  the  doctor  laughed,  and  said  my 
baby  would  be  all  right  if  I  took  care  of  it.  Baby,  however, 
gradually  got  worse.  Her  left  hand  was  swollen  as  big  as  an 
orange.  ...  On  Thursday  fits  came  on  and  screaming.  The 
fits  continued,  and  she  screamed  so  violently  that  she  lost  her 
voice.  Her  Uttle  lips  moved,  but  there  was  no  sound.  On 
Saturday  Dr.  Mason  saw  her,  and  on  Sunday,  when  it  was 
evident  she  was  dying.  She  died  on  Monday,  November  5, 
twelve  days  after  her  first  sickness,  and  three  weeks  after  her 
vaccination."  I  believe  I  am  fairly  well  read  in  our  English 
literature,  but  I  have  not  yet  come  across  a  passage  that  I 
could  put  for  pathos  by  the  side  of  that  poor  woman's  simple 
story  of  the  sufferings  of  that  child.  It  appears  to  me  that  a 
more  terrible  account  you  could  hardly  read  than  of  the  poor 
little  voice  broken  down  with  the  excess  of  agony,  and  the 
silence  of  the  grave  setting  in  before  death  had  come  to  release 
from  suffering.  This  is  the  sort  of  thing  that  vaccination  does 
for  us  when  vaccination  goes  wrong;  this  is  the  kind  of  thing 
that  these  twelve  deaths  that  we  are  told  to  make  so  light  of 
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really  mean.    But  are  they  only  twelve  deaths  ?     In  the  last 
Registrar-General's  returns  you  have  for  the  last  two  years,  ot 
which  the  returns  are  given,  123  deaths  of  children  from  cow- 
pox  and  other  effects  of  vaccination-123,  that  makes  one  a 
week,  and  it  takes  a  child  ten  days  of  agony  at  least  betore 
death  is  merciful  and  sets  it  free-consequently  what  do  these 
figures  Hterally  mean  with  the  fitter  facte  behind  them  ? 
They  mean,  that  as  I  am  standing  here  to-night  whilst  I  am 
speaking  to  you,  there  is  at  least  one  English  home  where  a 
mother  is  wrestling  hand  to  hand  with  death  for  the  little  life 
Sr  which  she  would  so  gladly  give  her  own,  -d  to-morrow  s 
sun  shall  rise  and  tell  her  that  m  the  struggle  she  has  been 
defeated,  in  that  fight  is  death  the  gainer ;  and  that  is  the  kind 
of  thing  that  is  always  going  on-always,  accord  ng  to  their 
own  account,  in  one  or  two  English  homes.    But  is  it  only 
one  or  two  ?   In  Norwich  we  found  that  there  were  four  cases, 
aSd  vaccination  was  mentioned  on  the  death  c-^ificat^f  on^y 
one-that  is  four  to  one.    In  Gainsborough  ^hex^e  were  e  ght 
destroyed,  and  vaccination  was  mentioned  on  the  death  cei  tifi 
cate  of  none    That  makes  it  twelve  to  one    Multiply  12d  by 
12  and  what  would  you  get  ?    That  is  the  limit  of  the  actual 
facts   hit  we  know  to  elist  according  to  their  own  account 
How  much  more  we  cannot  tell.     We  can  on  y  gather  it  by 
™Stion  from  these  tables.     These  little  children  are  prac- 
tically a  ways  going  from  around  us.    These  are  the  sacrifices 
ha  Thts  me^^^^^^^  d^ogma        exacted  f rom  us^ 
is  that  we  read  the  right  history  of  vaccination.   But  although 
it  L  clelr  that  it  is  here  we  find  what  vaccination  has  really 
donelrus  though  we  find  that  its  history  is,  as  I  say,  to  be 
Sin  the  gmve^  of  littie  children  all  over  the  country  I  do 
Jhink  those  graves  have  voices,  and  are  appealing  at  last  to 
^h.  ^Ponle  of  Snd    The  official  ear,  we  know,  is  very  deaf 
oX  tts'of^^ ^^^^^^^^  but  I  do  think  those  little  vo„ 

^!  t^il»:tS^^^^ 

Sow  what  the  people  think  of  it  outside  of  London^   I  be- 
lieve ti-t  the  people  on  this  question  are  wak«  to  ask 
the  severest  reckoning  from  those  deceive^  who  ougl^^ 
their  guides,  to  ^-^^^  — ^  IZt/^Zln  the 
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spent-  if  vaccination  were  a  good  tiling,  the  vaccinating  doctor 
is  a  labourer  worthy  of  his  hire-but  I  say  if  all  the  money 
that  has  been  spent  on  vaccination  had  but  been  spent  in 
croino-  Nature's  way  and  in  obeying  her  laws,  in  bringing  in  upon 
the  people  some  conviction  of  the  beauty  of  cleanliness  of 
pure  air  and  pure  water,  then  smallpox  not  alone,  but  the 
zymotic  diseases  as  a  class,  would  have  been  swept  away  from 
us  before  the  advent  into  our  courts,  into  our  cellars,  into  our 
garrets,  of  Nature's  one  great  panacea— heaven  s  holy  light. 

Mh  Branthwaite  :  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — 
I  cannot  but  be  amused  at  the  way  my  friend  has  piled  up 
the  aaony  about  the  little  children.  He  knows  how  to  get  at 
your  hearts ;  it  is  a  very  good  dodge,  but,  however,  it  is  such 
a  dodge  that  I  do  not  intend  to  appeal  to  you  in  any  such 
lancruacre.  I  intend  to  appeal  to  you  purely,  that  the  loss  ot 
these  lives  is  a  gain  in  the  end.  There  is  not  the  slightest 
doubt  about  it;  he  may  multiply  them  by  12,  and  12  more,  it 
does  not  affect  the  fact  or  the  argument  at  all  in  regard  to  the 
number  that  live  that  otherwise  would  not  live.  I  am  rather 
sorry  he  quoted  Sir  Thomas  Watson  again,  because  that  was 
only  the  point  in  which  Sir  Thomas  Watson  alludes  to  a  man 
placed  in  the  position  that  my  friend  has  been  placed  in  him- 
self, and,  no  doubt,  he  has  the  greatest  sympathy  for  him  on 
that  account.  You  remember  what  I  told  you  about  Sir 
Thomas  Watson.  "It  is  right  that  this  matter  should  be 
looked  at  in  all  its  lights  and  all  its  shadows,  in  order  that 
the  inestimable  blessing  conferred  upon  mankind  by  Jenner 
shall  be  duly  appreciated."  My  friend  keeps  hammering  on 
about  pure  air  and  pure  water,  but  he  has  failed  to  tell  us 
how  it  is  that  since  sanitation  became  a  science  smallpox  has 
decreased  80  per  cent.,  whilst  other  zymotic  diseases  have  only 
decreased  6  per  cent.;  and  I  call  upon  him  before  this 
meeting  to  explain  how  that  happens.*  He  has  referred  to 
skin  diseases.  It  is  said  that  certain  skin  diseases,  such  as 
erysipelas  and  eczema,  are  introduced  by  vaccination.  Now, 
over  and  over  again  have  I  refused  to  vaccinate  a  child 
because  I  saw  a  tendency  to  some  eruption,  and  I  have  said  to 
the  mother,  I  object  to  vaccinate  that  child  this  morning;  just 
wait  a  week  or  two.  She  has  said,  Why  ?  I  said,  I  see  some 
indication  of  an  eruption  coming  out  on  the  child.  If  I  vac- 
cinate it  and  the  eruption  comes  out  in  three  days,  you  will 
blame  vaccination.  I  have  proved  the  wisdom  of  being  very 
careful  to  see  whether  there  be  any  indication  of  any  eruption 
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likely  to  appear  on  the  child,  and  if  I  saw  it,  I  never  did 
vaccinate.    My  friend,  I  dare  say,  will  agree  with  me  that, 
with  regard  to  many  of  these  cases,  the  argument  is  post  hoc 
and  not  propter  hoc.    Now,  if  these  children  have  died,  it  is 
a  very  sad  thing.    I  should  like  to  pile  on  the  agony  a  bit, 
but  I  cannot.    It  is  a  very  sad  thing,  especially  if  it  is  your 
child  or  mine  who  is  seized.     But  occasionally  people  die 
under  the  influence  of  chloroform.    Are  you  going  to  give  up 
the  use  of  anaesthetics  because  people  have  died  under  the 
influence  of  chloroform  ?    Am  I  to  refuse  to  remove  a  piece  of 
dead  bone  from  a  man's  arm  because  every  now  and  then  after 
an  operation  of  that  kind  we  get  erysipelas,  eczema,  and  skin 
irritation  of  all  kinds  ?    The  argument  is  an  absurd  one.  To 
condemn  one  because  an  occasional  attack  of  erysipelas,  or  some 
other  skin  irritation,  should  follow.   Another  thing  is  this,  that 
you  are  not  prepared  to  assert  to  me  that  the  development  of  any 
one  of  these  things  is  due  to  vaccination.  There  may  be  a  latent 
mischief  in  a  child  that  the  vaccination  lights  up  and  developes 
—a  something  that  would  have  developed  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  time  either  in  that  form  or  some  other  form.  There- 
fore, you  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  in  all  these  cases 
it  is  the  result  of  the  vaccination  alone.    I  have  all  along 
protested,  and  in  this  debate  I  protested,  as  clearly  as  I  could, 
in  my  paper  against  the  careless  performance  of  the  operation. 
That  is  attended  with  danger.    My  friend  need  not  have 
wasted  time  in  talking  about  the  carelessness  of  the  operation. 
The  carelessness  of  the  operation  does  not  affect  the  operation 
itself,  and  I  am  fully  and  freely  prepared  to  admit  that  care- 
lessness has  occurred  in  the  performance  of  vaccination ;  and 
I  believe  it  has  been  mainly  owing  to  my  own  great  care  that 
I  can  say  to-night  on  this  platform,  that  for  the  past  3o  or  37 
years  I  have  never  seen  a  case  where  injury  has  resulted  to 
any  child  that  I  have  vaccinated.   Now  my  friend  says  people 
are  waking  up ;  they  are  very  slow  in  waking  up.  In  1872  there 
were '8-8  per  cent,  of  children  unaccounted  for,  and  m  1881 
there  were  3-5  unaccounted  for.    I  fancy  they  are  going  to 
sleep,  not  waking  up,  and  allowing  matters  to  take  their 
course.    He  quoted  to  us  a  medical  officer  of  health ;  well,  you 
all  remember  what  Carlyle  said,  that  ;  England  contains 
population  of  30  millions,  mostly  fools,'  and  if  two  or  thre 
of  those  fools  get  into  the  medical  profession,  it  is  not  to  b 
wondered  at. 

Mr  MiLNES :  Our  friend  did  not  tell  us  whether  Mr.  Henr 
May  was  a  fool  for  what  he  wrote,  or  for  letting  the  cat  o 
of  the  bag,  as  to  how  the  oracle  is  worked  to  make  vaccinatio 
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V  -hv  nnnkerv  of  death  certificates.  I  am  inclined 

appear  harmless  by  cookery ^^^^  ^^^.^^^  profession 

to  think  myself  th^Vrre  Lkedlbout  other  zymotic  diseases, 
it  was  the  laUe.    We  a-  ^sked^a^^  ^^^^^        ^^^^^^^^  ^^^^ 

^L'it  ;  cdttitl^^tTtamped  out  the  choleraj  is  .t  vacc.na- 

?  ^^^^X^tc^deK^^ 
o^rLt  tir  Xch  in  the  time  of  the  SU^rts 

cTve  Ttlrrible  sic^nificance  to  the  phrase.  ^^^e^^J 

fry^sir^thout^v^^^^^^^^^^ 

diseases ;  they  are  h^^tory  and  h^^tory  °  y 

%en  w^are  a^ked  alout  chloroform  and  surgical  operations 
The  cmrence  is  this,  that  the  chloroform  is  administered  to 
the  Jck   the  surgical  operation  is  performed  on  a  man,  not 
who  is  1;  health,  but  who  is  ill.    The  surgical  operation  is  to 
reUeve  present  uffering;  but  vaccination  is  performed  upon 
Ihe  heaUhy  child  who  may  never  have  anything  the  matter 
wYth  it  whatever.    Vaccina'tion  only  lights  up  the  f^^-^^^^^^ 
say    Speaking  for  my  children,  I  should  rather  that  the  dis- 
ease should  remain  unlighted.    And.  moreover,  we  are  told 
that  it  is  only  due  to  the  carelessness  of  the  operator  when  any 
harm  follows.    Can  my  friend  give  me-I  wish  I  had  the 
chance  of  challenging  him  to  give  me-one  case  _?    Yes.  there 
has  been  one  in  Germany-two  cases-of  a  medical  man  who 
has  even  been  tried  for  this  criminal  carelessness  m  vaccina- 
tion 2   Has  a  medical  man  ever  been  brought  to  justice  for  it  ? 
When  you  get  them  into  court,  when  the  child  is  there  wi  h  the 
arm  burst  open,  and  the  fingers  rotting  off.  they  can  always  lay  on 
mTdical  evidence  from  the  Local  Government  Board ;  they  can 
always  pull  vaccination  out  of  the  scrape,  and  a  medical  man 
has  never  yet  been  prosecuted  and  punished  for  the  careless- 
ness which,  we  are  told,  is  the  only  origin  of  ^he  misfortune 
Then  we  are  told  about  the  small  number  of  the  children  that 
are  unaccounted  for.     The  Local  Government  Board  are 
always  three  years  behind  with  their  statistics,  and  the  Local 
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Government  Board  takes  very  good  care  to  put  the  best  face 
upon  the  matter  of  vaccination  returns.    At  the  very  time 
when  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  Keighley  was  in  utter 
despair  because  there  were  only  9  per  cent,  of  the  births  in 
that  town  vaccinated,  the  Local  Government  Board  were  report- 
ing that  24  per  cent,  were  vaccinated.    There  you  have  the  two 
together,  the  medical  officer  asking  the  guardians  what  can  he 
do,  he  can  only  get  9  per  cent,  vaccinated,  while  in  London  they 
were  declaring  it  was  not  9,  but  24  per  cent.,  because  I  suppose 
they  had  been  there  to  see,  and  knew  better  than  the  man  in 
the  place.    Then  I  have  here  the  last  report  of  the  Highgate 
Smallpox  Hospital,  that  for  the  year  ending  December,  1884. 
That  tries  to  make  out  of  course  the  usual  case  in  favour  of 
vaccination,  but  there  is  this  to  be  noted  about  it ;  of  the  27 
unvaccinated  cases  tliere  are  said  to  have  been  22  confluent 
unmodified,  1  confluent  modified,  3  semi-confluent,  and  1 
hsemorrhagic,  thus  making  up  the  whole  27.    Now  I  need  not 
stay  to  point  out  that  of  these  cases  one  had  been  inoculated, 
and  another  had  had  smallpox  previously  as  well  as  having 
been  "unsuccessfully  vaccinated."    But  I  do  want  to  draw 
special  attention  to  the  fact  that  whilst  on  the  one  hand  we 
have  thousands  of  recorded  cases  of  the  mildest  smallpox  in 
times  before  Jenner  was  born,  before  vaccination  was  heard 
of,  yet  we  are  now  on  the  other  hand  asked  to  believe  that 
every  single  unvaccinated  case  is  of  the  severest  type,  that  a 
mild  case  amongst  the  unvaccinated  is  not  to  be  had  for  love 
or  money.    I  have  only  to  reply  that  such  a  statement  is 
incredible  on  the  face  of  it;  I  should  have  to  take  leave  of  my 
senses  before  I  could  be  persuaded  to  believe  it.    Again,  we 
have  here  in  all  474  cases  of  which  447,  or  94-3  per  cent,  are 
admittedly  vaccinated,  and  this  at  a  time  when  not  more  than 
90  per  cent,  of  the  population  are  even  claimed  as  vaccinated, 
thus  by  their  own  account  leaving  vaccination  some  4  per 
cent,  to  the  bad.    And  then  again  I  want  to  show  what  kind 
of  work  is  done  by  these  medical  statisticians  whose  decisions 
we  are  told  that  we  must  accept  with  unquestioning  faith. 
Here  at  the  top  of  page  9  of  this  report  we  are  told  that  the 
deaths  amongst  the  vaccinated  numbered  43,  and  down  below 
on  the  same  page  we  have  them  tabulated  thus  :— confluent 
unmodified  27,  confluent  modified  5,  that  makes  32  ;  hsemor- 
rhagic 18,  that  makes  50 ;  corymbose  2,  that  makes  52  ;— 
43  but  52.    Here  is  a  specimen  of  medical  statistics  !  Men 
who  cannot  add  up  four  small  entries  and  get  the  ansNver  any- 
where near  right,  yet  belong  to  a  profession  which  claims  that 
its  statistical  work  is  beyond  the  sacrilegious  criticism  of  out- 
siders like  myself.    And  again,  taking  all  the  cases,  vaccinated 
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and  unvaccinated  together,  we  have  an  overhead  mortality  o^ 
nearly  15  per  cent,  of  cases,  only  3  per  cent,  lower  than  tne 
p  eSccinafion  death-rate  about  the  amount  o  d^an^^^^ 

that  we  miMit  fairly  expect  from  improved  medical  tieatment. 
So  tS  when  we  come  to  work  it  out  into  percentages, 
then  in  every  possible  direction  we  find  vaccination  has  failed. 
Its  failure  is  written  on  the  faces  of  the  people.    We  hear  a 
crreat  deal  about  the  vanishing  of  smallpox-marked  faces ;  but 
the  Lancet  only  a  little  while  ^go-tbe  iaJ^ce^,  whose  nam^^  i^^^^ 
monument  to  a  medical  blunder,  the  blunder  of  ^o^^tant  bleed- 
ing, which  they  erected  into  a  theology,  and  which  as  a  theo  ogy 
has  claimed  its  hecatombs  of  human  sacrifice ;  yet  they  tell  us 
that  we  have  no  right  to  criticise  their  opinions-even  m  the 
very  Lancet  we  had  a  little  while  ago  a  jeremiad  about  the 
increasing  constancy  and  frequency  with  wliidi  we  see  persons 
marked  with  the  smallpox  in  the  streets.    The  last  thing  I 
have  to  say  is  this :  I  was  accused  of  a  dodge  m  speaking  of 
the  sorrows  of  the  people.    I  very  much  wish  that  my  friend 
would  come  with  me  as  I  go  about  all  over  the  country  and 
go  into  the  houses  of  the  people  and  see  and  hear  what  they 
?eally  think.    Poor  men  write  to  me  to  come  to  speak  tor 
them,  and,  as  I  never  go  anywhere  except  at  my  own  expense, 
I  often  am  hard  pressed  indeed  to  know  how  to  refuse  these 
invitations.    They  write  to  me  from  all  parts  of  the  country, 
Gome  down  and  help  to  plead  for  us.    One  man,  a  little  while 
a^o,  wrote  to  me,  We  are  only  poor  working  people  but  our 
homes  and  all  we  have  are  at  your  service  it  you  only  like  to 
come     The  feeling  is  growing  with  immense  strength  amongst 
the  people.    And  as  to  these  returns  of  children  unaccounted 
for,  I  strongly  suspect  that  for  many  places  they  are  false. 
My  time  draws  to  a  close,  but  I  submit  my  task  is  done, 
and  I  claim  that  to-night  I  have  met  all  that  I  could  possibly 
aather  of  the  arguments  of  my  opponent.    I  have  met  them 
without  evasion,  I  have  met  them  as  he  gave  them,  and  i 
submit  that  they  have  been  overthrown.    I  claim,  then,  that 
I  am  standing  here  amongst  the  ruins  of  slain  arguments.  It 
is  no  particular  credit  to  me  to  have  slain  them ;  they  have 
been  slain  times  without  number,  upon  platforms  numberless, 
before.    But  slain  they  are;  and,  therefore,  it  is  that  — if  I 
might  adopt  some  more  words  of  Lord  Macaulay,  and  adapt 
them  very  freely  to  the  present  occasion  —  I  would  take  leave 
of  the  subject  something  like  this  : — 

"  Then  see,  I  say,  the  welcome, 

Fan-  guests,  that  waits  you  here ; 
What  Officer  of  Health  comes  next 
To  taste  our  Boman  cheer  ?  " 
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The  Chairman  :  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,— Whatever  answer 
you  give  to  the  question  I  am  about  to  put  to  you,  I  am  sure 
we  shall  all  be  of  one  opinion,  that  we  have  had  the  respective 
points  ably  laid  before  the  meeting,  and  that  we  have  had 
altogether  a  very  interesting  debate.  The  question  upon 
which  I  shall  ask  you  to  vote  is  as  follows  :— "  Is  vaccination 
desirable  from  the  standpoint  of  the  public  health  ? " 

The  question  was  then  put  to  the  vote,  and  the  Chairman 
declared  the  negative  to  be  carried  by  43  to  80. 

Mr  Branthwaite:  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — I  do  not  to- 
night say,  Save  me  from  my  friends ;  but  as  the  vanquished 
it  becomes  my  duty  to  propose  to  you  that  the  best  thanks  ot 
this  meeting  be  presented  to  Mr.  Munton  for  the  very  able 
manner  in  which  he  has  kindly  presided  to-night.  I  need  not 
tell  you  few  who  are  the  natives  of  Willesden,  that  there  are 
a  great  many  who  are  not  natives  of  Willesden,  who  have 
come  here  for  a  purpose,  and  that  purpose  they  have  carried 
It  is  only  fair  that  fact  should  be  publicly  made  known  ;  but 
it  has  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  motion  that  I  now  propose, 
that  the  best  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  presented  to  Mr. 
Munton. 

Mr  MiLNES  •  Not  at  all  wishing  to  claim  the  honours  of  any 
victory— because  I  came  here  not  for  victory,  I  came  here  for 
the  truth— I  beg  leave  to  second  the  motion,  and  to  express 
my  hope  also,  that  when  the  fact  about  people  coming  here 
from  a  distance  is  made  public,  it  will  likewise  be  made  public 
that  there  are  many  men  who  are  willing  to  travel  al  across 
London  to  support  their  views  on  this  question  and  to  vote 
against  vaccination,  whilst  the  inhabitants  of  Willesden  will 
not  walk  half  a  mile  to  hold  up  a  hand  m  its  favour.  _ 

Mr.  Milnes  then  put  the  resolution  to  the  meeting,  which 
was  carried  by  acclamation. 

The  Chairman  :  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  -I  am  sure  I  am 
very  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  cordial 
vou  have  carried  the  resolution  which  has  been  put  to  you 
During Ve  last  few  moments  some  alius  ons  have  been  made 
To  matters  which  are  not  strictly  part  of  the  --tmg^^^^^^ 
think  we  shall  all  say  that,  takmg-^it  all  ^«      ^^^^/^^f^^^  Jf/. 
been  conducted  with  as  much  good  humour  as  the  trying  cir 
cumstances  of  a  debate  like  this  will  admit. 
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Sundry  points  upon  which,  since  the  debate  reported  in 
the  preceding  pages,  inquiries  have  been  made  of  Mr. 
Milnes,  are  here  dealt  with  in  the  form  of  short  notes. 

Note  A,  p.  4.—"  Two  out  of  every  three  persons  applying  for  relief 
at  the  Liverpool  Hospital  for  the  Blind  owed  their  loss  of  sight  to 
smallpox."  We  are  under  no  concern  to  prove  that  smallpox  does  not 
cause  blindness.  Our  contention  is  limited  to  the  proof  that  vaccma- 
tion  does  not  prevent  smallpox.  Still  we  must  protest  agamst  exag- 
geration, or  call  for  evidence  to  support  hearsay.  It  is  intended  that 
we  should  beUeve  that  at  this  day  two  out  of  three  are  blind  by  reason 
of  smallpox.  If  so,  then  we  must  conclude  that  in  these  days  of 
almost  universal  vaccination  smallpox  causes  more  blindness  than  it 
did  seventy  years  ago  ;  for  in  a  letter  issued  from  the  National  Vaccine 
Establishment  on  Feb.  14,  1811,  the  Directors  say:— "We  wish  to 
call  attention  to  the  fact  ascertained  by  the  Society  for  Teachuig  the 
Indigent  Blind,  namely,  that  nearhj  one-fourth  of  the  persons  ad- 
mitted to  that  charity  have  been  deprived  of  then:  sight  in  consequence 
of  smallpox."  Thus  the  proportion  which  was  nearly  25  per  cent,  in 
1811  has  risen  to  66  per  cent,  in  1871. 

Moreover  there  is  a  debtor  side  to  the  account.  Dr.  Campbell,  of 
the  Normal  School  for  the  Blind,  Norwood,  states  that  he  has  had 
many  children  under  his  care  whose  bhndness  was  due  to  vaccination. 


Note  B,  p.  4. — "  All  was  done  towards  lessening  of  the  evil."  It 
would  be  truer  to  say  all  was  done  for  aggravation  of  the  evil.  Dr. 
John  Clarke,  in  his  Commentaries  on  the  Diseases  of  Children,  pub- 
lished in  1815,  says: — " Eestrictions  under  the  heaviest  penalties 
ought  to  be  enforced  upon  the  hcentiousness  of  inoculation  for  the 
smallpox,  by  which  the  existence  of  the  disease  has  been  insured  to 
such  a  degree,  that  it  is  scarcely  to  be  doubted  that  more  persons  have 
died  of  the  smallpox  since  the  introduction  of  inoculation  than  before 
it  was  known  in  England,  because  the  infection  has  been  perpetually 
kept  up,  and  disseminated  by  this  means  at  all  times ;  whereas  before 
inoculation  was  known,  it  was  only  occasionally  endemic." 


Note  C,  p.  5. — "  The  deaths  from  natu/ral  smallpox  were  as  one  in 
six"  says  Mr.  Branthwaite,  speaking  of  a  time  when  all  were  unvac- 
cinated.  Now  one  in  six  is  16  6  per  cent.  Yet  on  p.  9  he  makes  the 
unvaccinated  death-rate  to  be  40  per  cent. ;  and  on  p.  18  he  raises  it 
to  50  per  cent,  for  Boston  and  64  per  cent,  for  Philadelphia. 
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Note  D,  p.  10. — Mr.  Braathwaite  compares  the  immunity  of  nurses 
in  smallpox  hospitals  with  their  non-immunity  from  typhus.  The 
comparison  is  unfair.  Smallpox  and  typhus  are  not  comparable. 
Smallpox  is  predominantly  an  affection  of  the  young :  typhus  is  pre- 
dominantly a  fever  of  adults.  Wherefore  nurses  as  adults  or  middle- 
aged  women  have  their  risk  of  smallpox  prodigiously  reduced  by 
reason  of  their  years.  A  truer  comparison  would  run  with  nurses  in 
contact  with  scarlatina,  whooping-cough,  and  measles— diseases  which 
nurses  very  rarely  contract. 


Note  E,  p.  10. — "  The  French  army  where  vaccination  was  ne- 
glected" It  was  not  neglected.  "Every  recruit,  on  joining  the 
French  army,  is  vaccinated  or  re-vaccinated.  Our  army  knows  no 
exception." — Dr.  Bayard. 


Note  F,  p.  21. — "  Smallpox,  the  contagion  of  which  is  stronger  and 
surer  than  that  of  any  other  disease." 

"  I  look  upon  scarlet  fever  as  the  most  infectious  disease  that  there 
iB."—Marson's  Evidence  before  the  1871  Committee. 

"  Typhus  is  at  once  the  most  contagious  and  the  most  easily  pre- 
ventible  of  diseases."— Dr.  Norman  Kerr,  in  British  Medical  Journal, 
Nov.  12,  1881. 

Who  shall  decide  when  doctors  disagree  ? 


Note  G  p  21.— This  argument,  frequently  repeated,  is  answered 
twice  in  the  course  of  the  debate.  See  the  extract  from  the  Registrar- 
General,  p.  16  :  and  the  commencement  of  Mr.  Milnes  s  last  speech. 
But,  as  the  point  is  so  often  urged,  the  foUowing  passage  may  form  a 
valuable  commentary  on  it  * : —  m       •  x 

To  compare  smallpox  with  all  diseases  other  than  smallpox  is  to 

compare  things  totally  incomparable.  Let  a  °°^P'^7°i|J^^i;|it\^^^^^^^ 
between  smallpox  and  that  great  class  of  diseases  closely  allied  to  it, 
and  grouped  together  under  the  name  of  fever,  viz.  typhus,  typhoid 
and  Sple  continued  fever,  and  let  Sir  Lyon  Playfair  s  own  periods 
be  taken  (with  the  exception  of  the  years  1847-49,  for  which  the 
Eegistrar-Sneral  does  not  give  the  figures  for  fever),  and  see  what  is 
the  result :—  ^^^^^^      ^^-^^^^^  Lining. 

Smallpox.  Fever, 
lernro  ..  310  986 

1854-71,  ..,    473 

1871-80,    ^'^^ 

Z  -Sera  ^'^^^^BS^ 
»  From  Dr.  Collins,  "  Pir  Lyon  Playfair's  Logic." 
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when  smallpox  was  said  to  be  ^^y^^s J^"'     fiAPlined  since  1771 ;  fever 

figures  he  gives  are  these :—  ^^^^^^       ^q  ^qq  L^^ing. 

1771-80       1801-10  1831-35 

621  264  111 

fever,      ...    ^  2  204  83 

Smallpo.x,  •••  ••• 


Note  H,  p.  21.-"  I«2-V!/ .  m^o  the  facts  of  the  saul  deaths 
showed."    There  never  was  an  inquiry. 


reported  against  repeated  penalties. 

XT  r,  92  —  "If  these  figures  mean  anything,"  etc.  No 

then,  it  they  mean  anyimug  uu.  j  century),  between 

parison  (which  does  not  «^P[f^f  ^  X*  Before  vacdnation  the 

doctors  are  concerned,  there  the  story  ends. 
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Vital  Statistics :  Smallpox  and  Vaccination  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Continental  Countries.    2s.  6d. 

John  Pickering. 

The  Statistics  of  the  Medical  Officers  to  the  Leeds  Smallpox  Hospital, 
Exposed  and  E,efuted  in  a  Letter  to  the  Leeds  Board  of  Guardians.  3d. 

The  Antt- Vaccinator,  1872-73.  A  handsome  volume  of  416  pages,  bound 
in  cloth.    Is.  6d. 

P.  A.  Siljestrom. 

A  Momentous  Education  Question  for  the  Consideration  of  Parents  and 
Others  who  desire  the  Well-being  of  the  Rising  Generation.  Trans- 
lated from  the  Swedish  by  Dr.  Garth  Wilkinson.    2nd  edition.  4d. 
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Peter  A.  Taylor. 

Current  Fallacies  about  Vaccination :  a  Letter  to  Dr.  W.  B.  Carpenter, 
C.B.  Id. 

Upwards  of  two  hundred  thousand  copies  of  this  Letter  have  gone  into  circulation,  pro- 
ducing conviction  wherever  read.  Nevertheless,  neither  Dr.  Carpenter  nor  any  other 
advocate  of  VaccinaUon  has  attempted  to  reply.  The  letter  is  unanswered  because 
unanswerable. 

Speech  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  19th  June,  1883.  Id. 


William  Tebb. 

Compulsory  Vaccination  in  England :  with  Incidental  References  to 
Foreign  States.  Is. 

Not  only  croiods  but  SanJiedrims  are  infected  with  public  lunacy. — Drtden. 

CONTBNTS. 

Vaccination  in  the  Army. 
Vaccination  in  the  Navy. 
Vaccination  in  the  Prisons. 


Vaccination  Results. 
Vaccination  in  the  Workhouse. 
Vaccination  in  the  Public  Sclioois. 
Vaccination  in  the  Post  Office. 
Vaccination  in  the  Police  Force. 


Vaccination  in  Life  Assurance. 
Vaccination  amongst  Emigrants. 


Mr.  William  Tebb  has  been  such  a  persistent  and  unwavering  opponent  of  the  vaccina- 
tion iaws,  that  it  is  only  needful  to  make  mention  of  the  fact  that  he  has  compressed  his 
ideas  and  opinions  into  book  form,  for  his  sympathisers,  at  least,  to  have  their  warmest 
interest  enlisted  on  his  behalf.  Mr.  Tebb  has  certainly  framed  a  powerful  indictment 
against  the  existing  compulsory  law,  the  result  of  an  acquaintance  with  the  subject  stated 
to  have  been  commenced  by  his  having  to  undergo  thirteen  prosecutions  in  respect  of  one 
child. — Brighton  Gazette. 

I  have  read  your  able  pamphlet  with  attention  and  great  interest. — Mr.  Henry  Richard, 
M.P. 

"Compulsory  Vaccination  in  England"  is  an  admirable  little  book.  The  sections  on 
Vaccination  in  the  Army  and  Navy  are  themselves  absolutely  conclusive  as  to  the  useless- 
ness  of  vaccination,  and  its  hurtfulness. — A.  BussrIj  Wallace,  LL.D. 

My  sense  of  the  value  of  the  book  may  be  estimated  by  the  fact  of  my  having  purchased 
and  distributed  100  copies  amongst  the  members  of  the  medical  profession  in  this  city  and 
neighbourhood. — Mr.  Isaac  Pitman,  Bath. 

Our  Legislators  on  the  Vaccination  Question.  A  Record  of  Parliamentary 
and  Extra-Parliamentary  Utterances  and  Opinions  during  Eighty 
Years.    56  pp.,  with  Preface.  6d. 

Testimonies  concerning  Vaccination  and  its  Enforcement  by  Scientists, 
Statisticians,  Philosophers,  Publicists,  and  Vaccine  Physicians.  6th 
edition.  4d. 


A.  Eussel  Wallace,  LL.D. 

Author  of  "The  Malay  Archipelago,  the  Land  of  the  Orang-Utang  and 
Bird  of  Paradise,  1869;"  "Contributions  to  the  Theory  of  Natural 
Selection,  1871 ;  ".  "  The  Geographical  Distribution  of  Animals,  1876  ;  " 
"  Island  Life,  or  The  Phenomena  and  Causes  of  Island  Faunas  and 
Floras,  1880 ; "  "  Land  Nationalisation,  its  Necessity  and  Aims,  1882 ;  " 
etc.,  etc. 

To  Members  of  Parliament. 

Forty -Five  Years  of  Registration  Statistics :  Proving  Vaccination  to  be 
both  Useless  and  Dangerous.  6d. 

The  figures  given  in  the  diagi'ams,  as  well  as  those  in  the  body  of  the  work,  are  from 
official  sources,  and  are  of  a  surprising  character.  Under  the  argumentative  treatment  of 
Dr.  Wallace  they  are  made  to  tell  a  striking  tale  on  the  side  of  the  an ti- vaccinators ;  and 
we  are  bound  to  admit  that  the  case  he  has  made  out  is  a  very  formidable  one,  and  entitled 
to  the  serious  consideration  of  all  who  have  the  health  and  happiness  of  the  community 
at  heart, — Preston  Chronicle. 
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Alexander  Wheeler. 

Vaccination  until  1883.  6d. 

This  essay  is  dedicated  to  all  those  whose  minds  are  sufficiently  loyal  to  Science  to  be  free 
to  examine  without  prejudice,  the  most  prejudiced  question  of  the  day. 

Why  Must  I  Do  It  ?  and  What  is  it  I  Must  Do  ?    A  Reply  to  Dr.  F,  W. 
Wilson,  Eastbourne.  6d. 

William  White. 

The  Story  of  a  Great  Delusion  in  a  Series  of  Matter  of  Fact  Chapters. 
680  pp.,  crown  8vo.  6s. 

All  the  world  assenting,  and  continually  repeating  and  reverberating,  there 
soon  comes  that  singular  phenomenon,  which  the  Germans  call  Sivarmery,  or 
the  "  Gathering  of  Men  in  Swarms,"  and  what  prodigies  they  are  in  the  habit 
of  doing  and  believing,  when  thrown  into  that  miraculous  condition.  •  •  • 

Singular,  in  the  case  of  human  swarms,  with  luhat  perfection  of  unanimity 
and  quasi-religious  conviction  the  stupidest  absurdities  can  be  received  as 
axioms  of  Euclid,  nay  as  articles  of  faith,  which  you  are  not  only  to  believe, 
unless  malignantly  insane,  but  are  (if  you  have  any  honour  or  morality)  to 
push  into  practice,  and  without  delay  see  done  if  your  soul  would  live ! — 
Thomas  Carlyle. 

Mr  White  is  certainly  an  ugly  customer  for  the  doctors  to  meet.  He  does  not  trouble  him- 
self much  about  rhetoric,  but  his  facta  are  such  that  we  really  do  not  think  he  can  be 
anmered  If  he  merely  screamed,  as  some  of  the  agitators  scream,  we  should  not  pay 
attention 'to  him;  but  he  is  a  grave  and  solid  controversialist  who  reasons  like  a  mathe- 
matician Our  own  opinion  is  that  each  parent  should  be  left  to  decide  for  himself 
whether  or  no  he  will  submit  his  children  to  inoculation.  The  process  may  be  a  useful 
one  as  a  rule  ■  but  surely  if  a  man  finds  that  a  fine  child  has  been  smitten  with  erysipelas, 
or  scrofula  or  diseased  glands,  or  with  a  more  hideous  disease  still,  and  if  he  traces  the 
afniotion  to  foul  lymph,  it  is  monstrous  to  make  him  risk  the  health  and  happiness  of  the 
rest  of  the  family.    The  zohole  system  mxist,  and  will,  be  revised.—  Vanity  tair,  Jan.  61. 

We  mav  fairly  call  this  sturdy  volume  the  anti-vaccinator's  bible.  It  is  a  determined 
and  well-informed  impeachment  of  the  vaccination  theory,  bristling  ^ylth  facts,  and  en- 
Uvened  by  the  most  biting  sarcasm.  The  author  has  searched  all  nooks  and  crannies  of 
the  subiect  analysed  the  figures  and  arguments  of  the  upholders  of  vaccination,  and  his 
coLlusimi  is  that  "Vaccination  is  a  medical  monopoly,  established,  endowed,  and  en- 
forced—a tyranny  to  be  overthrown."— C/ieste)-  Chroiacle,  April  25. 

Althouirh  this  is  only  a  matter  of  fact  history  of  vaccination  by  a  noted  anti-vaccina,tiomst. 
the  work  has  been  done  with  such  consummate  skill,  both  as  to  compilation  and  literary 
ability,  that  the  book  will  stand  comparison  with  the  most  interesting  of  novels.-ff.eenocfc 
Telegraph,  May  9. 

The  Introduction  to  the  Story  of  a  Great  Delusion  Reprinted  as  a  tract 
for  distribution  by  Nichols  &  Co.,  23  Oxford  Street,  London.  24 
pp.  Id. 

Sir  Lvon  Playfair  Taken  to  Pieces  and  Disposed  of  :  likewise  Sir  Charles 
DUke  •  being  a  Dissection  of  their  Speeches  m  the  House  of  Commons 
on  June  19,  1883,  in  Defence  of  Compulsory  Vaccination.  2nd  edition, 
6th  thousand.  Is. 
It  is  a  very  dainty  pamphlet  of^W^^^^ 

t*a\VnToTectand  d^Sed  ol'  Read  WiUiam  White  fn  Plaj.air  and  Di.ke.  It  is  the  end 
nf  pontroversv    Reply  is  impossible.-iJeraW  of  Health.  ,  v  i 

In  Js  of  the  Plea lo^cZpulsory  v^<,cm^tion.- Northamptonshire  Guardian. 

^Sfuse'^'ndTntom  both'sides^  ireve^'where  teles'  of  paUent  thought,  industrious 
reTarc'h,  and  a  keen  mM.-The  Truthseeker. 
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Dr  Garth  Wilkinson  and  William  Young. 

VACCINATION  TRACTS.    lu  1  Vol.,  with  Preface  and  Supplement.    28.  6d. 
1   Letters  and  Opinions  of  Medical  Men. 

2.  Facts  and  Figures,  showing  that  Vaccination  has  failed  to  stamp  out, 

arrest,  or  mitigate  Smallpox. 
3  &  4.  Opinions  of  Statesmen,  Politicians.  Publicists.  Statisticians,  and 

Sanitarians. 

5.  Cases  of  Disease,  Suffering,  and  Death  reported  by  the  Injured 

Families. 

6.  The  Vaccination  Laws  a  Scandal  to  Public  Honesty  and  Religion. 

7.  Vaccination  a  sign  of  the  Decay  of  the  Political  and  Medical  Conscience 

of  the  Country. 

8.  The  Propagation  of  SyphUis  to  Infants  and  Adults  by  Vaccination  and 

Re-Vaccination. 

9.  Vaccination  evil  in  its  Principles,  false  in  its  Reasons,  and  Deadly  in 

its  Results. 

10.  Vaccination  subverts  Dentition,  and  is  the  Cause  of  the  prevalent  De- 

formity  and  Decay  of  the  Teeth. 

11.  Compulsory  Vaccination  a  Desecration  of  Law,  a  Breaker  of  Homes, 

and  Persecutor  of  the  Poor. 

12  Historical  and  Critical  Summary  in  Three  Parts.  Part  I.-The  Im- 
posture  of  the  current  Smallpox  Lymph  called  Vaccine,  and  the 
Bew  Imposture  of  Calf -Lymph.  Also,  the  Chaos  of  Statute  Law 
dealing  with  Vaccine  Substance. 

l-^  Part  II  -The  Cry  of  the  People  against  Vaccination  is  seconded  by 
the  Registrar-General's  Returns,  and  justified  by  the  Evidence  of 
Pathology. 

14.  Part  ni.-Pro  Aris  et  Focis.  The  Religious  Nature  and  Political 
Necessity  of  the  Vaccination  War. 


Disease  by  Law :  an  Indictment  of  Compulsory  Vaccination.    By  a  New 

Author.  Id. 

How  Baby  was  KUled.    6d.  per  doz. 

The  Doctor's  Baby,    6d.  per  doz. 
These  tracts  are  suitable  lor  enclosure  in  letters,  and  are  specially  adapted  for  mothers. 

How  Parents  may  Protect  their  Offspring  from  the  Dangers  and  Injuries 
of  Vaccination.    Jd.  each,  or  Is.  per  100. 
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grgjudice.jvhich  sees  what  it  pleaaea.  cannot  see  what  is  plain.-AnBBBY  Db  Vbeb. 
He  who  knows  only  his  ovm  aide  of  the  case,  knows  little  of  that— J.  Stuart  Mul. 


^be  ID'acdnation  Jnquirer, 

The  Organ  of  the  London  Society  for  the  Abolition  of 
Compulsory  Vaccination. 


Published  Monthly  by  E.  W.  Allen,  4  Ave  Maria  Lane,  London, 
and  J OHN  Heywood,  Manchester. 
Price  id.,  or  is.  6d.  per  annum,  Post  Free. 


I  WOULD  earnestly  invite  the  attention  of  those  who  are  concerned  for  the 
repression  of  wrong,  and  the  promotion  of  human  welfare,  to  the  great 
and  growing  question  of  Vaccination.  We  hear  on  every  side  that  we  can- 
not be  secure  from  Smallpox  unless  we  have  our  blood  poisoned  with  Cow- 
pox  in  infancy,  in  adolescence,  and  at  stated  periods  throughout  life.  The 
prescription  is  so  unnatural  that  only  custom  renders  it  tolerable ;  it  ex- 
cites suspicion  and  aversion  wherever  rationally  considered;  and  dislike 
and  disgust  are  justified  by  inquiry.  Smallpox  is  not  averted  by  Vaccina- 
tion ;  and  the  virus  introduced  to  the  blood  bears  with  it  other  diseases, 
even  the  worst  of  diseases,  and  enfeebles  and  predisposes  the  constitution 
to  other  maladies.  In  short.  Vaccination  under  cover  of  maintaining  the 
common  health  inflicts  upon  it  serious  and  deadly  injuries.  And  by  a 
strange  exercise  of  tyranny,  this  most  mischievous  superstition  is  made 
compulsory  and  enforced  by  fine  and  imprisonment ;  and  Englishmen  are 
dragged  from  their  homes  and  treated  as  convicts  because  they  refuse  to 
submit  their  children  to  the  abominable  rite.  Mr.  Bright  says,  "The 
Law  is  monstrous,  and  ought  to  be  repealed."  Yet  is  this  monstrous 
law  maintained ! 

Possibly  you  are  opposed  to  Vaccination,  or  indiflferent,  or  a  believer. 
In  any  case,  I  ask  you  to  subscribe  for  the  Vaccination  Inquirer.  If  you 
are  opposed  to  Vaccination,  it  will  stimulate  and  inform  your  opposition  ; 
if  indifferent,  it  will  remove  your  indifference  ;  if  you  are  a  believer  in  the 
rite,  it  may  convert  you  to  a  better  mind. 

WILLIAM  YOUNG,  Secretary. 


Vols.  IV.,  v.,  and  VI,  bound  in  cloth,  2S.  6d.  each,  way  be  had,  and  are  a 
capital  present  for  public  librams  and  reading-rooms.  Vols,  I.,  II.,  atid  III. 
are  out  of  print. 
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